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Chairs of Local Gender Bias and Gender Fairness Committees

 Courts Outside New York City 
 
Third Judicial District Gender 
Fairness Committee  
Hon. Rachel L. Kretser,  
Co-Chair 
Albany City Court (Ret.)  
RLK1ATT@yahoo.com  

Patricia Beeler, Co-Chair 
Unified Court System (Ret.) 
PBeeler1@nycap.rr.com  
 
Fourth Judicial District Gender 
Fairness Committee  
Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair 
Fulton County Office Building 
Room 216 
223 West Main Street 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
518-736-5691 
PHoye@nycourts.gov 

Tatiana Coffinger,  
Vice Chair 
Warren County Supreme Court 
1340 State Route 9 
Lake George, NY 12845 
518-761-6547 
TCoffing@nycourts.gov 
 
Elena Jaffe Tastenson, Esq., 
Vice Chair 
376 Broadway, Suite 16 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
518-587-4419 
EJT@ejtlaw.com 
 
Eleanor DeCoursey, Esq., 
Vice Chair 
113 Saratoga Road, Suite 100 
Glenville, NY 12302 
518-399-5400 
EDecoursey@gtdlaw.com 
 
Fifth Judicial District 
Committee 
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
Onondaga County Courthouse 
401 Montgomery Street, 
Room 401 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
315-671-1106 
DKaralun@nycourts.gov 
 
Sixth Judicial District 
Committee  
Hon. Julie A. Campbell, Chair 
Acting Supreme Court Justice 
Cortland County Court 
46 Greenbush Street, STE 301 
Cortland, NY 13045 
607-218-3343 
JACampbe@nycourts.gov 
 
 

Seventh Judicial District 
Committee 
Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair 
Rochester City Court 
Hall of Justice 
99 Exchange Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14614 
585-428-1904 
TJohnson@nycourts.gov 
 
Eighth Judicial District Gender 
& Racial Fairness Committee  
Hon. Jeannette Ogden, Chair 
Erie County Supreme Court 
50 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14202 
716-845-2796 
EOgden@nycourts.gov  
 
Ninth Judicial District 
Committee to Promote Gender 
Fairness in the Courts 
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
White Plains, NY 10601 
914-824-5790 
TRuderma@nycourts.gov 
 
Nassau County Judicial 
Committee on Women in the 
Courts  
Hon. Julianne Capetola, Chair 
Nassau County Supreme Court 
100 Supreme Court Drive 
Mineola, NY 11501 
516-493-3152 
JCapetola@nycourts.gov 
 
Suffolk County Women in the 
Courts Committee  
Hon. Karen Kerr, Co-Chair 
Acting Supreme Court Justice 
Supervising Judge, First District Court 
John P. Cohalan Jr. Courthouse 
400 Carleton Avenue, Room 345 
Central Islip, New York 11722 
631-853-4917 
KKerr@nycourts.gov 
 
Laurette D. Mulry 
Attorney in Charge 
Suffolk County Legal Aid Society 
400 Carleton Avenue,  
4th Floor Tower 
Central Islip, NY 11722 
631-853-7808 
LMulry@sclas.org 
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Courts Within New York City 
 
NYC FAMILY COURT COMMITTEES 
 
Bronx 
Hon. Alma Gomez 
Bronx Family Court  
900 Sheridan Ave.  
Bronx, NY 10451 
718-618-2260  
AGomez@nycourts.gov  
 
New York County  
Hon. Emily Olshansky 
NY County Family Court  
60 Lafayette Street  
New York, NY 10016  
646-386-5118 
EOlshans@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County  
Vacant  
Kings County Family Court 
330 Jay Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
@nycourts.gov 
 
Queens County  
Hon. Carol Stokinger, Co-Chair 
718-298-0231 
CStoking@nycourts.gov  
Hon. Mildred Negron, Co-Chair 
718-298-0185 
MTNegron@nycourts.gov 
Queens Family Court  
151-20 Jamaica Ave. 
Jamaica, NY 11432 
 
Staten Island  
Hon. Karen A. Wolff  
Richmond County Family Court 
100 Richmond Terrace  
Staten Island, NY 10301  
718-675-8870 
kwolff@nycourts.gov 
 
 
BRONX COMMITTEES 
 
Gender Fairness Committee of the 
Twelfth Judicial District, Supreme 
Court Committee  
Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
265 East 161st Street 
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-3646 
JudgeRLPrice@gmail.com 
 
Hon. Josephine Bastone, Vice-Chair  
Bronx Supreme Court 
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-1344  
JBastone@nycourts.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronx County Civil Court Committee  
Hon. Elizabeth Taylor, Co-Chair  
Bronx County Civil Court  
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-2548  
ETaylor@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Eddie J. McShan, Co-Chair  
Bronx County Civil Court  
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-2540  
EMcShan@nycourts.gov 
 
NEW YORK COUNTY COMMITTEES 
 
Gender Fairness Committee, New 
York County, Supreme Court, Civil 
Term 
Hon. Deborah Kaplan 
Supreme Court 
60 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
646-386-5567 
DKaplan@nycourts.gov  
 
Gregory Testa, Esq.  
Supreme Court Law Dept. 
60 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
646-386-3617 
GTesta@nycourts.gov  
 
NY County Civil Court Committee  
Vacant 
111 Centre Street  
New York, NY 10013  
@nycourts.gov 
 
Gender Bias Committee, NY County, 
Supreme Court, Criminal Term 
Lisa M. White-Tingling, Co-Chair 
Supreme Court 
100 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-4163 
LWhite@nycourts.gov  
 
NY County Criminal Court Committee  
Hon. Heidi C. Cesare 
100 Centre Street  
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-4969  
hcesare@nycourts.gov 
 
 
 

KINGS COUNTY COMMITTEES 
 
Kings County Gender Fairness 
Committee  
Hon. Miriam Cyrulnik 
Kings County Supreme  
Court, Criminal 
320 Jay Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
347-296-1536 
MCyrulni@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County Civil Court Committee 
Hon. Robin Sheares  
Kings County Civil Court  
141 Livingston Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
347-404-9077  
RSheares@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County Criminal Court 
Committee  
Vacant 
Criminal Court  
120 Schermerhorn Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
@nycourts.gov 
 
 
QUEENS COUNTY COMMITTEES  
 
Queens County, Supreme Court, Civil 
& Criminal Terms Committee  
Hon. Marguerite A. Grays  
Supreme Court  
88-11 Sutphin Blvd.  
Jamaica, NY 11435  
718-298-1212  
MGrays@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Co-Chair  
Queens Supreme Court  
125-01 Queens Blvd.  
Kew Gardens, NY 11415  
718-298-1435  
MHirsch@nycourts.gov  
 
Richmond County Committee  
Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto  
Supreme Court Justice  
18 Richmond Terrace  
Staten Island, NY 10301  
718-876-6424  
BPanepin@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Karen A. Wolff  
Richmond County Family Court 
100 Richmond Terrace  
Staten Island, NY 10301  
718-675-8870 
kwolff@nycourts.gov 
 



Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Rachel L. Kretser, Chair 
Patricia Beeler, Vice Chair
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Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Chairs: Hon Rachel Kretser, Chair and Patricia Beeler (Ret.), Vice Chair

Members:

ALBANY COUNTY

Hon. Andra Ackerman
Cohoes City Court Judge
Cohoes City Hall - 97 Mohawk St
Cohoes, New York 12047

Patricia Beeler, Retired Chief Clerk
30 Dover Dr
Delmar NY 12054

Hon. Helena Heath
Albany City Court Judge
City Hall - Room 203
Albany, New York 12207

Sheila Horton, Court Analyst
Albany County Commissioner of Jurors
Albany County Judicial Center
6 Lodge Street - Room 107
Albany, New York 12207

Hon. Rachel L. Kretser (518) 641-9562
Albany City Court Judge - Retired
6 Greyledge Dr 
Loudonville, New York 12211           

Joanne Macri
Director of Regional Initiatives         
NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services
80 South Swan St - 29th Fl        
Albany, New York 12210

Rika Murray, Esq.
Albany Family Court, Support Magistrate
30 Clinton Avenue
Albany, New York 12207

Hon. John C. Reilly
Albany City Court Judge
City Hall, Room 203
Albany, New York 12207

Lorraine I. Remo, Esq.
8 Woodside Drive
Albany, New York 12208

Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee  
Hon. Rachel L. Kretser, Chair and Patricia Beeler, Vice Chair
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Sarah Rogerson, Esq
Associate Professor of Law   
Albany Law School
Law Clinic & Justice Center  
80 New Scotland Ave 
Albany NY 12208

Hon. Leslie E. Stein
Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals
20 Eagle St
Albany, New York 12207

Matthew Side, Esq.
Chambers of Hon. William E. McCarthy
Albany County Courthouse
16 Eagle Street - Room 271
Albany, New York 12207

Hon. Margaret Walsh
Albany Family Court Judge
30 Clinton Avenue
Albany, New York 12207

Elizabeth Yoquinto, Esq.
                       
COLUMBIA COUNTY

Chris McMurray, Deputy Chief Clerk
Columbia County Multi-Bench Courts
Columbia County Courthouse
Hudson, New York 12534

Virginia Benedict, Esq.
c/o Rapport, Meyers, LLP     
436 Union Street         
Hudson, New York 12534

Lisa A Frisch
Executive Director
The Legal Project
24 Aviation Road
Albany, New York 12205

GREENE COUNTY

Edward Kaplan, County Attorney.
411 Main St, Suite 443
Catskill; New York 12144

Brenda VanDermark, Chief Clerk
Greene County Family Court
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320 Main Street
Catskill, New York 12414

RENSSELAER COUNTY

Hon. Andrew Ceresia
Rensselaer County Court Judge
80 Second Street
Troy, New York 12180

Karen DeBenedetto, Chief Clerk
Troy City Court
51 State Street
Troy, New York 12180

Hon. Jill Kehn
Troy City/Acting Family Court Judge
51 State St
Troy, New York 12180

SCHOHARIE COUNTY 

F. Christian Spies, Chief Clerk
Schoharie County Courts,        
Wright Town Court Justice
P.O. Box 669
Schoharie, New York 12157

SULLIVAN COUNTY

Karen Linen, Esq.
Sullivan County Supreme Court
Sullivan County Government Center
100 North Street
Monticello, New York 12701

ULSTER COUNTY

Hon. Christopher Cahill
Supreme Court Justice
Ulster County Courthouse
285 Wall Street
Kingston, New York 12401

ADMINISTRATION

Thomas A Breslin
Third Judicial District Administrative Judge 
2500 Pond View, Suite 210                 
Castleton-On-Hudson, NY 12033
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John Caher
Sr. Advisor for Strategic Communications
New York State Office of Court Administration
4 Empire State Plaza - Suite 2001

Beth Diebel, Esq
Third Judicial District Executive            
2500 Pond View, Suite 210                 
Castleton-On-Hudson, NY 12033

Counties served: Albany, Columbia, Green, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Sullivan and Ulster

2017 Meetings

Dates of Meetings Held in 2017: In person Committee Meetings: 1/19/17, 3/2/17, 5/25/17,
9/7/17.  Conference Call Meetings: 6/5, 7/5, 8/16, 11/13, 12/13
Average attendance: In person meetings 12-18, Conference Calls 6-8
Do you use Videoconferencing? No 

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
“Balancing the Scales of Justice: Why Diversity Matters.”
(Please see attached information)

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
October 23, 2017, “Elder Abuse: The Mind, The Body, The Law”
(Please see attached information)

Other Special Events or Activities 

A) Under the direction of the Chair, the Committee produced a documentary on the 
pioneering women jurists in the Third JD. The documentary can be viewed 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCXhJurIVc8

B) A series of podcasts containing interviews of the pioneering women jurists was also 
produced.

C) A book containing the transcripts of the full interviews with the nine pioneering 
jurists was created.

D) Chair Kretser spoke about the connection between animal abuse and domestic 
violence at a CLE panel sponsored by the New York State animal protective 
foundation and the New York State District Attorneys Association.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Mail, Flyers, Podcasts, Twitter, OCA Website
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Who and how many attended? Approximately 100 judges and lawyers attended the 
balancing the Scales program, and approximately 70 attended the elder abuse CLE.

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates for planned or projected for 2018: 1/11/18, 5/17/18    

Special Events & Educational Programs 

Women’s History Month:

CLE Program 3/21/18 “Gender Equality in Alternative Dispute Resolution - If Not
Now, When”
Women are grossly under-represented among the ranks of paid mediators and 
arbitrators statewide, and especially so in the Third Judicial District. Why? This CLE 
presented by the Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee will explore that 
question, reveal how the selection process really works and provide insight from 
experienced mediators/ arbitrators on how to break-in, fit-in and practice as a 
mediator/ arbitrator

Concerns

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? The lack of judicial diversity is still an issue upstate. Our committee will continue to 
provide programs highlighting the importance of judicial diversity.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? 

1. The lack of women arbitrators and paid mediators
2. Inadequate funding for child care centers in the courts

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Colleges, Domestic Violence Organizations 
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SCALES OF 
JUSTICE

BALANCING THE

The Impact of Judicial Diversity

The Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee will launch a 
documentary on pioneering women judges in the seven-county district. Nine 
judges or former judges — all of them a trailblazer in one way or another — 
are featured in an enlightening and inspiring film narrated by Judge Leslie 
Stein of the Court of Appeals. After the viewing, panelists will discuss if 
and how diversity impacts jurisprudence. Is diversity merely symbolic, or 
does it matter in a substantive way?

PARTICIPANTS 
Hon. Leslie Stein, Associate Judge, NYS Court of Appeals; 

Hon. Karen Peters, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Third Department; 
Hon. Elizabeth Garry, Associate Justice, Appellate Division, Third Department  

and co-chair NYS LGBTQ Commission; 
Former Albany City Criminal Court Judge and Chair of the  

Gender Fairness Committee Rachel Kretser;
Albany Law School professors Vincent Bonventre and Melissa Breger;

Gregory Owens, NYS Division for Youth.
MODERATOR 

Susan Arbetter, host, The Capitol Pressroom

Sponsored by the Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee. 
Co-sponsored by: Albany County Bar Association; Albany Law School; Capital 
District Women’s Bar Association; Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission; 
National Association of Women Judges; New York State Bar Association;  
NYS LGBTQ Commission; Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York.

CLE CREDIT: It is anticipated that 3 CLE credits will be awarded, including one 
for ethics.
MORE INFORMATION: Contact Judge Rachel Kretser, Rkret@albanylaw.edu 
Registration deadline is March 17, 2017. No charge. Register online @
http://www.albanycountybar.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=933339

March 31, 2017, 1-4 p.m. 
 (registration at 12:30 p.m.)

Albany County Office Building  
112 State Street
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PRESENTERS  
Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating 
Judge for Family Violence Cases 
Paul Clyne, Esq., Assistant Attorney General 

Sarah Duval, Esq., Center for Elder Law & Justice 

Stephanie Kaiser, RN 

Joshua Kean, NYS Police Senior Investigator,  
Special Victims Unit 

Nancy Needell, MD

MODERATOR 
Hon. Rachel Kretser, Albany City Court Judge (ret.) 

Opening remarks by Hon. Thomas Breslin, JSC 
and Administrative Judge of the Third Judicial District

The Third Judicial District 
Gender Fairness Committee 
presents a free continuing 
legal education program 
exploring the nuanced 
elements of elder abuse, 
including the physical/ 
medical dimension, the 
mental/psychiatric factors 
and the legal and ethical 
complexities to identifying, 
prosecuting and preventing 
crimes which can take the 
form of physical abuse, 
emotional abuse and 
financial exploitation.

ELDER ABUSE
THE MIND•THE BODY•THE LAW
OCTOBER 23, 2017, 1-4 P.M. (registration at 12:30 p.m.) 
New York State Bar Association, 1 Elk Street, Albany

CLE CREDIT It is anticipated that 3 CLE credits will be awarded, including one for ethics.

REGISTER ONLINE @ http://www.albanycountybar.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1006510&group=

CO-SPONSORS 
Third Judicial District; Office of 
the Statewide Coordinating Judge 
for Family Violence Cases; Third 
Judicial District Gender Fairness 
Committee; NYSBA Judicial and 
Elder Law Sections; Albany County 
Bar Association; Albany Law School; 
Capital District Black and Hispanic 
Bar; Capital District Women’s Bar; 
The Legal Project; Equinox;  
Albany County Coalition against 
Domestic Violence.



Fourth Judicial District Committee  
on Women in the Courts

Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair 
Tatiana Coffinger, Vice-Chair 

Elena Jaffe Tastenson, Esq. Vice-Chair
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Fourth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee

Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair

Members: Tatiana Coffinger, Court Attorney; Elena Jaffe Tastensen, private attorney

Counties served: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, St. Lawrence, 
Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren & Washington

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: No formal meetings held (communication by email)
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Johnstown, NY, March 11, 2017: Women's Rights Rally (see attached news article & 
photo)

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
*Johnstown, NY, Sept. 27, 2017: Documentary, "Equal Means Equal", sponsored by 
AAUW (see attached article); *Saratoga Springs, NY, Sept. 30, 2017: 7th Annual Pooch 
Parade, to promote DV Awareness, sponsored by Wellspring; *Saratoga County, Oct. 11, 
2017: "Girlfriends Helping Girlfriends- A Girls Night Out Event, to benefit Wellspring; 
*Northville, NY, October 15, 2017: Domestic Violence Awareness Walk, sponsored by 
SADD (see attached article); *Johnstown, NY, Oct. 19, 2017: "Domestic Violence 
Awareness Proclamation, Ceremony, Walk & National Wear Purple Day", sponsored by 
Fulton Co. DA's Office (see article and flyer); *Schenectady, NY, Oct. 19, 2017: "Take 
Back the Night" March, sponsored by YWCA (see attached flyer); *Johnstown, NY, Oct. 
25, 2017: DV Awareness Celebration Breakfast, sponsored by Fulton Co. Domestic 
Violence Program (see attached flyer); *Johnstown, NY, Oct. 30, 2017: "Human 
Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Youth Awareness Conference" (see attached 
article); *Ogdensburg, NY, Oct. 11, 2017: Annual Dinner with guest speaker and silent 
auction, sponsored by Renewal House (see attached newsletter article). *St. Lawrence 
Co, NY, throughout Oct, 2017: "Purple Purse Campaign", raising funds to provide financial 
empowerment to DV victims, sponsored by Renewal House (see attached newsletter 
article). 

Other Special Events or Activities 
*Gloversville, NY, Starting March, 2017: Safety Exchange Zone created outside police 
department, for child custody exchanges (see attached article); *Fulton, Hamilton & 
Montgomery Counties, April, 2017: Essay Contest for High School students, sponsored by 
AAUW (see attached article); *Blue Mountain Lake, NY, April 3, 2017: "Bridges Out of 
Poverty" workshop (see attached flyer); *Johnstown, NY, April 6, 2017: Balloon Release in 
honor of National Crime Victims' Rights Week (see attached flyer); *Montgomery Co, NY, 

Fourth Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair; Tatiana Coffinger, Vice Chair; Elena Jaffe Tastenson, Esq., Vice Chair
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April 2017: Grant acceptance to raise awareness of sexual exploitation of minors (see 
attached news article); *Johnstown, NY, May 1, 2017: "Moslem Women's Legal Rights" 
presentation, sponsored by Elizabeth Cady Stanton Hometown Assn (see attached 
article); *Canajoharie, NY, June-Sept, 2017: "Portraits of NYS Suffragists" exhibition at the 
Arkell Museum; *Canajoharie, NY, Aug. 12, 2017: "Songs of Suffrage" musical program, 
at Arkell Museum; *Canajoharie, NY, Aug. 18, 2017: "The Burden of the Ballot", 1917 
suffrage debate one act play, Arkell Museum; *Johnstown, NY, Aug. 11, 2017: Womens' 
Suffrage Historical Marker Unveiling & Ceremony, (See attached articles); *Lake Pleasant, 
NY, Oct. 27, 2017: Presentation on "Orders of Protection, Firearms and the Role of New 
York Courts", sponsored by OCA; *Northville, NY, January 2018; "Before They Were Our 
Mothers", anthology of local historic women (see attached article); *South Glens Falls, 
NY, Jan. 24, 2018: "Teen Dating and Signs of Abuse", program sponsored by Wellspring; 
*Johnstown, NY, Jan. 29, 2018: Ribbon Cutting (See attached).

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? Community members in various quantities

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates for planned or projected for 2018:
We will be meeting 1-2 times to try to plan a Fall 2018 event in our district.

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Sexual Trafficking and 
Exploitation Awareness.  We hope to put on a program in Fall 2018 related to trafficking in 
rural areas where it is less likely to be discovered or understood.

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Trafficking; Opioid Crisis; lack of supervised visitation facilities

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Supervised Visitation

Do you see unmet training needs?  Yes.  Trafficking awareness; Understanding and 
working with litigants with gender identity issues or transformation.

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? None

Areas of success during 2017 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias
and gender fairness in the courts:  We continue to see more female judges, court officers 
and attorneys in our district, showing increased diversity.
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Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Domestic Violence Organizations, Soroptimists, and other women's 
groups
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Fifth Judicial District Committee  
on Women in the Courts

Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair
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Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts

Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, JSC, Chair

Members: Christine M. Barry, Esq. (Support Magistrate, Oneida County Family Court); 
Fran Ciardullo, Esq. (Private practitioner, Syracuse); Timothy J. Fennell, Esq. (Private 
practitioner, Oswego); Cindy Granger, Esq. (Private practitioner, North Syracuse); Bonnie 
Gail Levy, Esq. (Assistant Attorney General, Syracuse); Maureen Maney, Esq. (Private 
practitioner, Syracuse; Former President WBASNY); Hon. Michelle Pirro Bailey (Family 
Court Judge, Onondaga County); Sandra Sabourin, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. 
Deborah H. Karalunas); Kurt R. Sherman, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Martha Walsh 
Hood); Hon. James C. Tormey (Administrative Judge, Fifth Judicial District); Lucia 
Whisenand, Esq. (Private practitioner, Syracuse)

Counties served: Onondaga, Oneida, Oswego, Jefferson, Herkimer, Lewis

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: January 2017 (2); February 2017 (2); March 2017 (2); April 2017 (4); 
May 2017 (4)
Average Attendance:  8
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes

2017 Special Events

Special Events or Activities 
Human Trafficking:  A Call to Action (See attached program agenda.  The full handout is 
available through Hon. Deborah Karalunas at dkaralun@nycourts.gov)

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email; Mail; Flyer; Bar Association newsletter

Who and how many attended? 
113 lawyers, judges and law students, as well as person associated with the various 
program sponsors

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018: None currently

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Parity in pay and assignments; increase in the number and quality of court appearances 
by female attorneys; fair treatment of female victims of Human Trafficking.What issues 
regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2018? Gender 
equality and domestic violence

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Supervised Visitation; Language access/interpreters 

Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts 
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair
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(availability, quality, or general usage of interpreters, both within and outside of the 
courtroom).  We need to see additional options for supervised visitation and increased 
availability of interpreters.

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Courses for the Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias 
requirement.

Areas of success during 2017 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias 
and gender fairness in the courts:  Together with a number of co-sponsors we educated 
the legal community about Human Trafficking including its local presence and impact.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations; Colleges; Domestic violence organizations; Love 146; McMahon Ryan 
Child Advocacy Center; CNY Human Trafficking Task Force
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National Women’s Law Student Association- 
Syracuse Chapter

CNY Human Trafficking Task Force

Human Trafficking: 
A Call to Action

Judicial Section

Free CLE Program 
3.0 MCLE  

(2.0 Professional Practice, 1.0 Ethics)

Thursday, May 11th

Noon  – 3 p.m.
Light Refreshments

Syracuse University College of Law
Melanie Grey Ceremonial Courtroom

Free Parking

Panelists and Presenters

Panel Discussions: Human Trafficking Perspectives
Survivor • Law Enforcement • Judicial

Sponsors

Central New York Womens’s Bar Association • Mid-York Womens’s Bar Association
County Bar Associations: Onondaga, Oneida, Oswego, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Cortland, Madison

McMahon/Ryan
Child Advocacy Center

Hon. James Tormey, III 
5th District Administrative Judge

Hon. Deborah Karalunas
Supreme Court Justice

Hon. Andra Ackerman 
Cohoes City Court Judge

Hon. Julie Cecile
Onondaga Co. Family Court Judge

Hon. Theodore Limpert
Syracuse City Court Judge

Hon. Toko Serita
Acting Supreme Court Justice

Erin Yeager
McMahon/Ryan

Heather Fischer
Love 146

Nora Cronin, Esq.
NYSOTDA

Joanne Macri, Esq.
NYS Office of Indigent  
Legal Services

Colleen Merced
McMahon/Ryan

Sarah Reckess, Esq.
Center for Court Innovations

CJ Boykin, Esq.
Human Trafficking  
Prevention, DCJS

James Spero
U.S. Immigration

Capt. Mark Lincoln
NYS Police

Jeremy Cali, Esq.
Senior ADA, Onondaga Co.

Register Online | http://www.onbar.org/events-programs/
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Fifth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee

HUMAN TRAFFICKING – A CALL TO ACTION

Syracuse University College of Law 
Dineen Hall

Melanie Grey Ceremonial Courtroom

May 11, 2017
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Welcome (12:00 p.m. – 12:05 p.m.)

Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, Chair, Fifth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee
Hon. James C. Tormey, III., Administrative Judge, Fifth Judicial District

Video (12:05 p.m. – 12:10 p.m.)

Overview of Human Trafficking (12:10 p.m. – 12:25 p.m.)

Erin Yeager, McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center

Update on New York Law (12:25 p.m. – 12:40 p.m.)

Hon. Andra Ackerman, Cohoes City Court Judge

Human Trafficking from the Survivor Perspective (12:40 p.m. – 1:20 p.m.)

Moderator:  

Heather Fischer, Love 146

Panelists:

Nora Cronin, Esq., Coordinator Response to Human Trafficking, NYSOTDA
Joanne Macri, Esq. Director of Regional Initiatives for NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services
Erin Yeager, CSEC Program Coordinator, McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center
Colleen Merced, Associate Director, McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center

Break (1:20 p.m. – 1:25 p.m.)
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Human Trafficking from the Law Enforcement Perspective (1:25 p.m. – 2:05 p.m.)

Moderator:  

Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, Chair, Fifth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee

Panelists:

CJ Boykin, Esq. Director Human Trafficking Prevention w/DCJS
James C. Spero, US Immigration & Custom Enforcement
Captain Mark Lincoln, New York State Police 
Jeremy Cali, Esq., Onondaga County ADA 

Human Trafficking from the Judicial Perspective (2:05 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.)

Moderator:  

Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, Chair, Fifth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee

Panelists:

Hon. Andra Ackerman, Cohoes City Court Judge
Hon. Julie Cecile, Onondaga County Family Court Judge
Hon. Theodore Limpert, Syracuse City Court Judge
Hon. Toko Serita, Acting Supreme Court Justice, Queens County
Sarah Reckess, Esq., Upstate Director, Center for Court Innovations

Closing Remarks (2:50 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.)

Hon. Toko Serita, Acting Supreme Court Justice, Queens County



Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair
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Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Teresa D. Johnson, Chair

Members: Please see attached list.

Counties served: Monroe, Ontario, Steuben, Cayuga, Livingston, Seneca, Wayne, Yates

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: January 18, March 15, May 17, July 19, September20, November 15
Average attendance: 8
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Our members volunteered to speak at local schools to students on Women's History 
issues.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
We presented a program: What's IPV Got to Do With It?: How Intimate Partner Violence 
Impacts Our Work and the People We Serve

Other Special Events or Activities 
In February, we provided for training on LGBTQ issues for all Judges within Monroe 
County. This was a session closed to judges, where they could ask questions freely. The 
presentation was given by specialists at our Legal Services agency, one of whom is 
Transgender. It was very well received.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
We had about 40 attendees. They included attorneys who practice Criminal Law and 
Family Law, Court Security, Law Clerks, Judges and other court staff.

Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
January 17, February 28, March 14, May16, July 18, September 12, November 14

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Sexual harassment is the biggest issue.

Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair
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Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? 
Child Care Centers: Not every court location has a child care center. In Monroe County, 
the Center runs very well, but capacity often does not meet the need.

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Lunch and Learn programs are often impractical for staff that are 
already overwhelmed.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations and Domestic Violence Organizations
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GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE MEMBER ROSTER
Revised 1/18/18

COUNTY      NAME CONTACT INFORMATION
_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe           Hon. Teresa D. Johnson Room 6 Hall of Justice, 99 Exchange Blvd.

Chair Rochester, New York   l46l4
Supervising Judge, Phone (585) 371-3406 Fax (585) 371-3423
City Courts, 7th Judicial District email office:  tjohnson@nycourts.gov

email home:   teresadjohnson@mac.com 
_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe     Sara S.  Ashcraft, Esq. 150  Allens Creek Rd. 

Family Court Practitioner Rochester, New York   14618
Phone (585) 442-0540 ext.3l3 
Fax (585) 442-6889
email    Sashcraft@afylaw.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Mary Aufleger Seventh Judicial District Administration

7th JD Deputy District Executive 161 Hall of Justice
Rochester, NY 14614
Phone: 585-371-3436
Fax:    585-371-3286
Email: mauflege@nycourts.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Catherine Cerulli, Esq. Susan B. Anthony Center

Director, SBA Center U of R, RC Box 270435
Rochester, NY   14627-1435
Phone: 585-276-3256
Email: Catherine_Cerulli@urmc.rochester.edu

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Adele Fine, Esq. 10 N. Fitzhugh Street

Assistant Public Defender Rochester, NY   14614
Phone: 585-753-4548
Email: afine@monroecounty.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Wayne Christina Herman Wayne County Hall of Justice

Chief Clerk, Surrogates Court 54 Broad Street
Lyons, NY   14489
Phone: 315-665-8119
Email: cherman@nycourts.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Seneca Susan Maleski Seneca County Courthouse

Chief Clerk, Supreme & County 48 West Williams Street
Waterloo, NY   13165-1338
Phone: 315-539-7157
Email:  smaleski@nycourts.gov
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__________________________________________________________________________________
Cayuga Laurie Michelman 157 Genesee Street

Associate Court Attorney Auburn City Court
Auburn City Court Auburn, NY 13021-3423

Phone: 315-237-6420
Email: lmichelm@nycourts.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Cayuga Deb Robillard 157 Genesee Street

Chief Clerk, Auburn City Court Auburn City Court
Auburn, NY 13021-3423
Phone: 315-237-6422
Email: drobilla@nycourts.gov

________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Jaime Saunders United Way of Greater Rochester

President/CEO  75 College Avenue
Rochester, NY   14607
Phone: 585-262-6554
Email: jaime.saunders@uwrochester.org

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Sharon Kelly Sayers, Esq. 30 W.  Broad St., Ste. 506 

Family Court Practitioner Rochester, New York    l46l4
           Phone (585) 454-2320 Fax (585) 454-l6l2
           email: sayers@frontiernet.net 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Josie M. Sheppard, Esq. McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP

920 Bausch & Lomb Place
Rochester, NY   14604
Phone: 585-623-4288
Email:  Jsheppard@mdmc-law.com

_________________________________________________________________________________
Ontario Hon. Elisabeth Toole Geneva City Court 

4067 W. Lake Road, Geneva, NY   14456    
Phone (315) 789-4618 Fax (3l5) 789-l938
Email: toolelaw@rochester.rr.com

__________________________________________________________________________________
Yates Carol Winslow Yates County Family Court

Chief Clerk, Family Court 415 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, NY   14528
Phone: (315)536-5126
Email: cwinslow@nycourts.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Kelly Wolford, Esq. Powers & Santola LLP

693 East Ave.
Rochester, NY   14607
Phone: 585-563-3330        Fax: 
email: kwolford@powers-santola.com

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Eighth Judicial District Gender  
and Racial Fairness Committee

Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, Chair





53

Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee 
 
Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, NYS Supreme Court Justice, Chair

                 
Members: Please see attached list.

Counties Served: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans,
Wyoming

2017 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings: 2/16/17, 3/123/17, 4/21/17, 5/18/17, 6/22/17, 7/20/17, 9/20/17,
12/14/17
Average Attendance: 12
Do you use Video Conferencing?   Yes
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop
computer? Yes

Activities for Women’s History Month: 

The Committee honored Women Veterans in the 8th Judicial District, including a
woman veteran legislator retired after 30 years in the US Army Reserves and Women
Mentors who serve in the Buffalo Veterans Court on March 28, 2017. The women were
presented with a certificate of appreciation at a luncheon where approximately 150 people
were in attendance. The following are remarks from Committee Member/ Administrative
Judge Paula Feroleto and a copy of the certificate is included.

“This year's Women's History Month celebration coincides with the centennial of
women's suffrage in New York. In 1917, three years before women were granted the right
to vote nationwide, New York State offered women the opportunity to vote as a RIGHT
and not merely a PRIVILEGE. It does however bear mentioning that New York was very
much a Johnny-come-lately to the movement. Prior to the 19th amendment, 15 states
granted women at least a partial right to vote. Eleven did so before New York - including
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah Idaho, and most of the west and southwest. And women still
couldn't vote for president in many states, including New York, until the 19th amendment
was enacted in 1920.

Isn't it remarkable that Kate Stoneman, the first woman admitted to the bar in New
York in 1886, (from Busti Ave. in Buffalo, NY- here in the 8th JD) could practice law, but
could not vote? Isn't it remarkable that until 1933, when Cecil B. Weiner was elected to
the Children’s Court in Erie county, there were no other women judges in Erie county - in
fact women were excluded from being able to sit as jurors until September 1937;

Today women account for nearly 38 percent of the New York State Judiciary, and
women hold a majority of positions on the New York State Court of Appeals.”

That road was paved by the efforts, sweat and tears of our foremothers; So today,
let's salute and celebrate those who made this possible. Rather than focusing on
mountains left to climb, paths that still need to be cleared or trails which remain littered
with obstacles, let's show our gratitude for the likes of: Judges Ann Mikoll and Dolores
Denman, the first two women appellate judges in New York; Judge Rose Sconiers, the
first African American woman in the Fourth Dept.; recently followed by Judge Shirley

Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee 
Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, Chair
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Troutman; Judge Penny Wolfgang; Judge Barbara Howe, the first woman surrogate in
Erie County history; Judge Jacqueline Koshian from Niagara county; Judge Sharon
Townsend, the first woman AJ here in the 8th JD; Maryann Saccomando Freedman, the
first woman president of the Erie County Bar Association and the New York State Bar
Association; Denise O'Donnell, the first woman U.S. attorney in the Western District.
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CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
is awarded to

In grateful recognition of your service to our country and our courts
Within the 8th Judicial District
presented this 28th day of March, 2017

by the
THE NEW YORK STATE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON

WOMEN IN THE COURTS
8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT GENDER & RACIAL FAIRNESS COMMITTEE

____________________                                     _____________________
Hon. Paula L. Feroleto, JSC Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, JSC
Administrative Judge, 8th JD Women in the Courts: 8th JD

Racial Gender Fairness Committee

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2017

The Committee arranged the opportunity for all Judges and Court Employees to have an
escorted tour of the Family Justice Center of Erie County during the week of October 23,
2017 during the lunch hour. The Family Justice Center of Erie County provides free
services for domestic violence victims and their children through an extensive
collaboration with several partner agencies, all located at one secure, comfortable
location, where victims can get all the services they need to safely escape abuse.

The Committee also held a Lunch & Learn Program entitled “We Speak Your Language”
in which the practical, policy and operational aspects of Court Interpreting Services
offered to Court users and the issues of Orders of Protection in different language were
addressed. The flyer is attached.

Other Special Events or Activities

The Committee held its bi-annual Women in the Law Luncheon on June 28, 2017. Eleven
(11) women who, through determination and personal achievement, are shining examples
of Lady Justice were honored. Approximately 200 people were in attendance at the
luncheon which was promoted on local television stations and newspapers.
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The Committee collaborated with the 8th JD Diversity
Committee to present a program entitled “The Crisis
in Black Education on February 23, 2017 for Black
History Month. NYS Board of Regents member, Dr.
Catherine Collins, was the guest speaker. The
program was well attended.

Committee member Andrew Isenberg made a presentation on careers in the courts to
approximately 70 students from six (6) Buffalo Public High Schools during the 2017 Law
Day Program on the 14th Amendment. Justice Ogden served as a judge for the teams of
students who debated the topics of school segregation based on the holding of the US
Supreme Court case of Plessy v Ferguson and the pros and cons of Government
censorship of the internet.

The Committee members attended the ribbon cutting dedication ceremony for the opening
of the Children’s Center on June 7, 2017. The Center serves the children of litigants in the
City Court building and was dedicated in honor of Sharon Thomas, former Co-Chair of the
Women in the Courts: 8th Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee and
Chief Clerk of the Buffalo City Court who passed away in 2016.

The Committee partnered with the Emmy Dash Family Fund of Buffalo, New York to
present $250.00 for the purchase of multicultural dolls for the Children’s center. A plaque
in the Center reads:

“The Emmy Dash Family Fund of Buffalo, New York is pleased to partner with
the Eighth Judicial District’s Gender and Racial Fairness, Women in the Courts
Committee to present these funds to the Sharon A. Thomas Children’s Center
here at Buffalo City Court. The Emmy Dash Family Fund makes this donation in
honor of James Gregory Smith. Mr. Smith was a stock trader working at Cantor
Fitzgerald in the North Tower of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.
He did not make it out. Mr. Smith was 43 years of age. We understand that the
funds will be used by the Center to purchase a set of culturally diverse dolls for the
children. On Mr. Smith’s gravestone, his family had inscribed: “Let There Be
Peace on Earth.” May the purchase of these dolls be a step in that direction.”

See photos below.
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The Committee partnered with the Richard Failla LGBTQ Committee to sponsor the 2017
Gay Pride Programs held in Genesee County (Batavia) on June15, 2017 and Buffalo on
June 16, 2017. Both programs were very successful and well attended. The Richard J.
Failla LGBTQ Commission co-sponsored the programs and covered the cost of the
lunches. Justice Feroleto gave opening remarks on behalf of the District and the
Committee, Judge Ogden gave remarks on behalf of the Committee at the Batavia
Program, Marc Levine, (Executive Director of the Commission) gave remarks on behalf of
the Commission and Ron Pawlzak gave remarks on behalf of the 7th JD Gay-Straight
Alliance. Justice Edwina Mendelson, newly appointed Deputy Chief Administrative Judge
for Justice Initiatives, attended both programs. Margaret Canby, Esq. and Brook Barone
discussed the decision in the case of Brook S.B. v Elizabeth C.C. An unidentified attorney
voluntarily contributed to the programs and a moment of silence was held for Judge Sheila
Abdus Salaam, author of the Court of Appeals Decision in the Brook B. case.
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The NYS Judicial Commission on Women in the Courts
8th Judicial District, Gender & Racial Fairness Committee

and
The Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission of the NYS Courts 

invite you to

LUNCH & LEARN
In recognition of Gay Pride Month 2017

                                                Learn about 

THE RICHARD C. FAILA LGBTQ COMMISSION
from the 

Executive Director, Marc Levine
and

the landmark decision of the NY Court of Appeals in the case of

Brooke S. B. v Elizabeth C.C.

that determined the rights of non-biological & same sex parents in custody cases 

from
Brooke Barone, Plaintiff & Margaret Canby, Esq., Plaintiff’s Attorney 

& Commissioner on the Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission

Friday, June 16, 2017
12:00 – 1:00 PM

Genesee County Supreme and County Court
1 West Main Street, Batavia Jury Selection Room

Light Lunch will be served.
RSVP to mlevine@nycourts.gov by June 9, 2017
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The NYS Judicial Commission on Women in the Courts
8th Judicial District, Gender & Racial Fairness Committee

and
The Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission of the NYS 

Courts 

invite you to

LUNCH & LEARN
In recognition of Gay Pride Month 2017

Learn about

THE RICHARD C. FAILA LGBTQ COMMISSION
from the 

Executive Director, Marc Levine
and

the landmark decision of the NY Court of Appeals in the case of

Brooke S. B. v Elizabeth C.C.

that determined the rights of non-biological & same sex parents in custody 
cases 

from
Brooke Barone, Plaintiff and her Attorney, 

Margaret Canby, Esq., Commissioner, Richard C. Failla LGBTQ 
Commission

Thursday, June 15, 2017
12:15 p.m.  – 1:30 pm

Erie County Surrogate Courtroom - 2nd Floor 
92 Franklin Street, Buffalo, New York

Light Lunch will be served
RSVP to mlevine@nycourts.gov or lsoto@nycourts.gov by June 9, 2017
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Passage of the English Proficiency exam is the first step that an applicant must take to be
listed on the Registry of per diem Court interpreters. Training was offered for exam
candidates via a cooperative program between the Buffalo Public Schools and the
International Institute of Buffalo. There is a need for full time Spanish interpreters, as well
as Somali, Karen, Arabic, Swahili and Burmese interpreters. A presentation about court
interpreters was made by Ana Brignoni-Walczak, Committee member and interpreter in
charge of court interpreting services for Western New York. She discussed the selection
and required training as well as the pros and cons of call in interpreting services. The 
Committee also used its relationships with community agencies to disseminate 
awareness of the exam which will be held in January, 2018. 
 

Activities for Hispanic Heritage Month 2016:

The Committee acknowledged Hispanic Heritage Month with an article in the “Docket”
featuring Committee member – Judge Betty Calvo Torres, the only Hispanic judge in the
Eighth Judicial District.
 
A list of service providers was updated and electronically disseminated to all employees
throughout the 8th judicial district.

Committee members participated in the Buffalo City Court Ethnic luncheon where Court
personnel prepared various ethnic dishes and shared their cultural significance with the
approximate 75 people in attendance. This was our way of celebrating our diversity and
sharing our cultural backgrounds.

In December, 2016, the Committee again joined the NYS Association of Women Judges
in the collection and contribution toiletries for women in prison during the Christmas
season. We were also able to secure and distribute tooth brushes & tooth paste to the
women inmates for use in re-entry bags. Approximately 15 people participated in this
endeavor.

Finally, the Committee was able to have signs placed on all single stall bathrooms in the
Buffalo City Court designating that they are for handicap and gender neutral use.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? E-mail, flyers, media press
releases, internet.

Who and how many attended? See other special events or activities above.

Was there any press before or after? There was press coverage for all of the programs
and events. 

Future Plans

We will continue to examine access to justice and equality issues faced by women,
minorities, immigrants, adolescents, members of the LBGTQ community, and women
veterans. We plan to have a program on mental illness and its impact on members of the
LBGTQ Community and to host a presentation showing the films “A Girl in the River: The
Price of Forgiveness” and “Justice is a Black Woman”, the life of Justice Constance
Baker Motely at Lunch and Learn Programs and invite area high school students.
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We also plan to feature a section in the “Docket” (the district electronic newsletter) entitled
“Did you know” and include tips which could include contact information for employee
complaints as well as other information deemed relevant to the Committee’s mission.

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018: Meet at least 6 times during the year.

Concerns

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in
2018?

• Adverse impact of mental health on litigants generally and women in particular.

• Greater inclusion of minorities and women in decision making positions.

• Restoring faith in the legal system generally, particularly in the criminal justice
system.

• Affording opportunities for civil legal services for indigent women and minorities.

• Ensuring human treatment of juveniles accused of offenses. We would like to see
the discontinuation of the use of shackles and hand cuffs on juvenile delinquents
and juvenile offenders under the age of 10 years old.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women
or a subgroup of women? Yes. We see the lack of child care centers and supervised
visitation areas as issues that adversely affect women interacting with the court system.

Do you see unmet training needs? We realize that existing training program requirements
may not be met due to a shortage of resources.

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in
the courthouse?

• Programs addressing appropriate interactions with women suffering from a mental
disease or disability and members of the LBGTQ community suffering from mental
illness and opioid use.

• Human Trafficking.

• Programs addressing implicit bias and its impact on litigants within the legal
system generally and the court system in particular.

• Programs addressing adolescent females caught in the school to prison pipeline
and how perceptions of stakeholders in the juvenile and criminal justice system
can be changed.

• Training in the area of cultural competence for court staff.

• Collaboration with groups and organizations involved in the foregoing in order not
to reinvent the wheel.
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Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs and projects?   

Bar Association of Erie County
Minority Bar Association of Western New York
Cattaraugus Bar Association
Women Lawyers of Western NY
Women’s Bar Association of WNY
State University of New York at Buffalo Law School
NYS Association of Women Judges
International Institute
State University of New York at Buffalo Educational Opportunity Center
Puerto Rican and Hispanic Day Parade Committee of WNY
Richard C. Failla LBGTQ Commission
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8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
GENDER & RACIAL FAIRNESS COMMITTEE 

 
 

Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, Chairperson    Justice - New York State Supreme Court 
Hon. Paula Feroleto    Administrative Judge of 8th JD 
Mona Baskin, Esq.    Senior Court Attorney Erie County Surrogate Court 
Angie Davis-Leverette   Court Officer 
Hon. Rosalie Bailey      Judge (Ret.) 
Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres    Judge - Buffalo City Court 
Paula DaBella     Chief Clerk - Batavia City Court 
Jacqueline DiAngelo     Chief Clerk - Wyoming County 
Hon. Sheila DiTullio     Judge - Erie County Court Supervision Judge of County Ct 8JD 
Shekuira Feaster       Court Analyst Buffalo Housing Court 
Grace Hanlon, Esq.     Confidential Law Clerk Chautauqua County/ Judge Foley 
Mary Louise Hayden, Esq.    Law Clerk - Supreme Court 
Brenda Heath, Esq.     Orleans County Multi-Bench 
Maureen Hourihan     Niagara Falls City Court 
Andrew Isenberg     District Executive of 8th JD 
Anna Jochum     Court Interpreter Chautauqua County Family  
Tracy Kassman     Court Attorney Referee Erie & Niagara County Family  
Kimberly LoCurto     Court Clerk Niagara County - Supreme Court 
Danielle Maichle, Esq    Senior Staff Attorney 
Cynthia Milhouse     Erie County Family Court 
Tasha Moore      Sr. Management Analyst Personnel 
Hon. Robert Russell Jr.   Judge - Buffalo City Court 
Sheila Weir Schwanekamp, Esq.  Court Attorney Referee  
Lydia Soto      Secretary to Buffalo City Court Judges Carney 
Lori Shurilla      Principal Office Assistance Cattaraugus/Family Courts 
Colleen Wagner     Chief Clerk - Lockport City Court 
Erika Webb      Chief Clerk – Buffalo City Court 
Sharon Wasielewski     Court Analyst 
Oliver Young, Esq.    Principal Court Attorney Supreme /County Courts 
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          The NYS Committee on  
Women in the Courts, 8th J.D.  

         Gender and Racial Fairness Committee 
 

              Lunch & Learn Program 
 

“We Speak Your 
Language” 

 
With 

 
Elizabeth Brady-Santos, Director of Language 

Services, International Institute 
       
                          and  
 

Ana Brignoni-Waliczek, Principal Court Reporter  

Learn 

the practical, policy and operational aspects of 
Court Interpreting Services offered to court users. 

.  
October 3, 2017 
Noon to 1:30 p.m. 

Ceremonial Courtroom , Part 1 
2nd Floor, 92 Franklin Street 

Buffalo, New York 
  

light lunch will be served 
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Did you know the NYS Courts provide interpreting services for court users with limited English 
proficiency, regardless of their level of ability to speak English, at no expense to the person?

The NYS Committee on Women in the Courts

8th Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee

invites you to a

Lunch & Learn Program

entitled

“We speak your language”

Learn

about the practical, policy and operational aspects of Court Interpreting services offered to
court users to improve the delivery of language services and provide access to justice.

From

Emily Brady-Santos

Director of Language Services. International Institute

and

Ana Brignoni-Waliczek, Principal Court Interpreter

on

Tuesday, September 26, 2017

Noon – 1:30 pm

Erie County Surrogate Court, 92 Franklin Street,2nd Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202

Light Lunch will be Served.
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IN RECOGNITION OF OCTOBER 
 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

the 8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT GENDER AND RACIAL
FAIRNESS COMMITTEE, 

chaired by HON. E. JEANNETTE OGDEN, 
has arranged the opportunity for all Judges and Court Employees 

to have an escorted tour of
 the Family Justice Center of Erie County(located at 438 Main

Street in Buffalo)
 during the week of October 23rd during the lunch hour.

The Family Justice Center of Erie County provides free services for
domestic violence victims and their children through an extensive
collaboration with several partner agencies, all located at one secured,
comfortable location, where victims can get all the services they need
to safely escape abuse. 

Family Justice Center of E.C. Executive Director Mary Murphy or
Director of Operations, Tiffany Szymanek-Pavone will be conducting
the tours.

If you are interested in a tour, please email Erie County IDV
Resource Coordinator Colleen Gibbons at cgibbons@nycourts.gov
or Court Social Worker Sarah Lane Koessler at
skoessle@nycourts.gov on or before October 16th to advise of the day
during the week of October 23rd  and time you are available for a
tour.  

They will coordinate with the Family Justice Center and will
confirm the date and time of your tour with you.   
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February is Black History Month  

 
A kickoff to the month-long celebration of black history month was held in the 
Erie Supreme Ceremonial Courtroom  

 
               Diversity Steering Committee members with guest speaker Catherine Collins, NYS Board of Regents member.  
 

 

NY State Supreme Court Judge E. Jeannette Ogden and Executive Assistant for the Appellate Division 
4th Department Lenora B. Foote-Beavers  were among the speakers for the celebration.   
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    Promoting Diversity In The New York State Courts With The LGBTQ Commission 
 

 

 
 
Executive Director of the LGBTQ Judicial Commission Marc Levine staged 
a meet and greet event on February 27 in the Ceremonial Courtroom. 
Court personnel, attorneys and LGBTQ organizations gathered to learn 
about the work the commission does and could express issues of concern 
relevant to its mission.   
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Women’s History Month Celebrates Women Veterans                                                        
Who Work In The Court System   

 

 

 
Left to right- C.O. Bonnie Justinger, C.O. Cynthia Flatteau, Chief Domiano Basile, C.O. Gwen Richardson and 
C.O. Stacy Flick 

 
Tasha E. Moore and     Lynn Wannemacher and                 Judge Paula Feroleto and 
Judge E. Jeannette Ogden      Judge E. Jeannette Ogden                  Suzanne Janowski 
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The Gender and Racial Fairness Committee sponsored an event on March 
28th for Woman’s History Month where women veterans who work in the 
courts were honored and recognized for their military service. After a 
ceremony of presenting our nations colors by the Court Officers Honor Guard 
and the singing of the national anthem, certificates of recognition were 
handed out to thank them for their service and dedication to our country.   

8th JD Administrative Judge 
Paula L. Feroleto and the 

Buffalo Veteran’s  
Court Mentors  

 

Legislator Barbara Miller Williams and  
Buffalo City Court judge Betty Calvo-Torres  

 

 
Judge E. Jeannette Ogden and  

Program Coordinator Angie Davis Leverette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Niagara County Court Judge Sara 
Sheldon and Niagara County 
Veterans Court Mentors  
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Thank You For Your Service 

  
 

Vietnam Veterans Jack O’Connor and 
Judge Eugene F. Piggott pay tribute  

Buffalo Veteran’s Court   
Judge Robert Russell   
 

  

Lt. Glenn Nennoff leads the 
Court Officer Color Guard 
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Ninth Judicial District Committee  
to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts

Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair 
Hon. Allen Hochberg, Vice-Chair
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Ninth Judicial District Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts

Chair:  Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Supreme Court Justice, Ninth Judicial District

Members: Please see attached list.

Counties served: Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: 3/15/2017, 6/26/2017, 10/16/2017, and 12/12/2017
Average Attendance:  20
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
The Committee again sponsored its annual essay contest open to all high school students 
in the Ninth Judicial District. The essay contest topic was: Joseph is a male student at 
American High School. He wants to try out for the school’s field hockey team, which is 
traditionally comprised of all girls. The school does not have an equivalent team for boys. 
The field hockey coach refuses to let Joseph try out solely because he is a boy. A group 
of parents have also opposed the idea, stating that boys should not be allowed to play on 
an all-girls team. Joseph’s parents have filed a complaint with the school’s principal. What 
should the principal do and what factors should be considered? The Committee hosted a 
breakfast on May 5, 2017 to celebrate the winners of the 2017 annual Women's History 
Month essay contest.

Other Special Events or Activities 
The Committee co-sponsored a second CLE program with The Pace Women's Justice 
Centers and The Westchester Women's Bar Association, titled "A Continuing Lecture 
Series on Diversity in the Legal Profession."

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Mail, and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
Judges, attorneys, public officials, bar association officers, school personnel and family 
members of the contest winners were in attendance at the 2017 annual essay contest 
breakfast - approximately 50 in all. The CLE programs were also attended by 30-40
judges and local attorneys.

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
March 2018, June 2018, September 2018 and December 2018

Ninth Judicial District Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts 
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair and Hon. Allen Hochberg, Vice-Chair
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Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month; Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and the Committee will 
again host its annual essay contest to celebrate Women's History Awareness Month 
2019.

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Pro-bono representation in matrimonial disputes.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Breastfeeding Space - There is only one dedicated 
breastfeeding space for employees in the courthouse and it is not easily or always 
accessible.

Do you see unmet training needs?  Yes.  Judicial education refresher trainings and 
trainings for new law clerks.

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Recent developments in foreclosure law and uncontested matrimonial 
cases.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations and Colleges
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M E M B E R S

Kim Berg, Esq. Natanya L. Briendel, Esq. Gary Brown, Assistant Attorney
Founding Partner Director, Westchester Division General-in-Charge
Gould & Berg, LLP Pace Women’s Justice Center New York State Dept of Law

Professor Jay Carlisle Karen Cheeks Lomax, Esq. Robin D. Carton, Esq.
Pace Law School Executive Director Partner

My Sister’s Place Carton & Rosoff PC

Hon. Jeffrey Cohen Margaret I. Corchado, Esq. Hon. Kathie Davidson
Appellate Division, 2nd Dept. Chambers of Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, J.S.C. Administrative Judge

Ninth Judicial District

Lisa Dorman, Esq. Jerrice Duckette-Epps, Esq. Jody Fay, Esq.
Chambers of Hon. John P. Colangelo, J.S.C. Deputy Director Human Rights Commission Managing Vice President & Chief Counsel

The Kelsey Company

Dolores Gebhardt, Esq. Claire Gutekunst, Esq. Jacqueline Hattar, Esq.
Partner Immediate Past President Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker LLP

McCarthy, Fingar, LLP New York State Bar Association

Hon. Allen Hochberg Maria Imperial, Esq. Hon. Linda Jamieson
Ret. Support Magistrate CEO, YWCA White Plains Justice of the Supreme Court

Westchester County Family Court Ninth Judicial District

Cindy Kanusher, Esq. Julie Kattan, Esq. Susan W. Kaufman, Esq.
Executive Director Sole Practicioner Matrimonial Practice Advisory and Rules Committee

Pace Women’s Justice Center New Rochelle, NY NYS Unified Court System

Mary Kelly, Esq. Milton Kreppel, Esq. Beth Levy, Esq.
Founding Member Sole Practicioner Senior Association Counsel
Kelly & Knaplund New Rochelle, NY My Sister’s Place

Hon. Robert Meehan Keary Neary, Esq. Karen R. Needleman, Esq.
County Attorney Assistant District Attorney Chief Adminstrator for the Assigned Counsel Plan 

Westchester County Westchester County District Attorney’s Office of Westchester County at the Legal Aid Society 

Jill Sandford, Esq. Hon. Thomas H. Scuccimarra Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman
Vice President and General Counsel Judge, NYS Court of Claims Justice of the Supreme Court 

FirstLight Fiber Ninth Judicial District

Robi Schlaff, Esq. Hon. Alan D. Scheinkman Joanne Sirotkin, Esq.
Director Presiding Justice, Appellate Division Attorney-in-Charge

Westchester Office for Women Second Judicial Depatment Legal Services of the Hudson Valley

Hon. Mary Smith Hon. John W. Sweeny, Jr. Charlotte Watson
Justice of the Supreme Court Appellate Division, 1st Dept. NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

Ninth Judicial District NYS Unified Court System

Nicholas M. Ward-Willis, Esq. Hon. Charles David Wood
Principal Member Justice of the Supreme Court

Keane & Beane P.C. Ninth Judicial District
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In Celebration of Women’s History Month, 

the WWBA Diversity and Litigation Committees and the 
Ninth Judicial District’s Committee on Gender Fairness in the Courts 

Proudly Present: 
“A Continuing Lecture Series on Diversity in the Legal Profession” 

A  Discussion on Diversity and Inclusion 

            Special Guest Speaker:      Claire Gutekunst, Esq., President 
           New York State Bar Association  

             Co-Moderators/ Jacqueline Hattar, Esq., Partner        
             Diversity Committee         Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, LLP 
              Co-Chairs  (New York-Metro Offices 

                             Stephanie Melowsky, Esq., Vice President  
                  PCSB Bank 

   Date:   Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
 
  Time:  Registration - 6:00 p.m.; Program- 6:15 p.m. – 7:30 P.M.  
 
   Place:  Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, 1133 Westchester Avenue, White Plains, NY 
                           (Enter from the Section C parking lot entrance/reception area is located on the 1st floor) 
   Cost:  Free to members of sponsoring organizations.  Light supper will be provided. 

    Please RSVP no later than March 22, 2017 by registering online at www.wwba.org.  Space is Limited to 
Members of the Sponsoring Organizations & Invited Guests – PLEASE NO WALK-INS. 
 

Sponsored by: 
 
 

	  
	  
  The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter’s own, and do not reflect the official position of the WWBA,  
  WBASNY, NYSBA or any of the sponsors. 
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Stephanie Melowsky and
Jacqueline Hattar

Member 
FDIC

A Leader in Serving the 
Legal Services Community. 

That’s Sterling.

Expect the highest caliber of personal 
service and banking expertise.

Expect extraordinary.

Contact banking professionals 
experienced in serving your  
unique needs 914-367-9000:

Michael Henderson,  
Senior Managing Director

Larry McElroen, Managing Director

Anthony Forgione, Managing Director

Moira Kiernan, Managing Director

To learn about Sterling’s full suite  
of services, visit snb.com

A DISCUSSION ON DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION:
WWBA Pesents Women’s History Month Program
Featuring NYSBA President Claire Gutekunst

continued on page 6 ➥

Claire Gutekunst, the
president of the New York
State Bar Association
(NYSBA), was the guest
speaker at a lecture on “A
Discussion on Diversity and
Inclusion” that was held on
March 28, 2017 at Wilson
Elser’s office in White Plains.
The program, held in cel-
ebration of Women’s History
Month, was presented by the
WWBA’s Diversity and Litiga-
tion Committees and the
Ninth Judicial District’s Com-
mittee on Gender Fairness in
the Courts, and was sup-
ported by Wilson Elser.

The program, which was
very-well attended, is part of
the WWBA’s Continuing Lec-
ture Series on Diversity in the
Legal Profession. The authors
were proud to serve as pan-
elists at this program.

Ms. Gutekunst, whose
achievements are truly im-

pressive, has been active in
the State Bar for approxi-
mately 30 years.  She has
served as the NYSBA’s trea-
surer from 2011 to 2013 and
is currently a member of the
Commercial and Federal Liti-
gation Section’s Executive
Committee, the Legislative
Policy Committee and the
Membership Committee. She
previously served on the Ex-
ecutive Committee as vice
president for the First Judicial
District and as a member-at-

large. Ms. Gutekunst chaired
the Membership Committee,
Committee on Women in the
Law and Strategic Planning
Advisory Committee. She was
vice chair of the Dispute
Resolution Section and co-

chaired the President’s Com-
mittee on Access to Justice.
She also was a longtime
member of the Committee on
Diversity and Inclusion.  She
previously worked for ap-
proximately 30 years at
Proskauer Rose, first as an
associate and then as a part-
ner. After leaving Proskauer
Rose in 2012, Ms. Gutekunst
established her own practice
and is currently an indepen-
dent arbitrator and mediator.

During the March 28th
lecture, Ms. Gutekunst dis-
cussed her journey through
the NYSBA and the various
diversity and inclusion initia-

Diversity Program

Stephanie Melowsky, Claire Gutekunst, Jaqueline Hattar
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WWA’s Launch Event for Report on the Status of
Women in Westchester County

The Westchester
Women’s Agenda (WWA)
held a launch event on
March 21, 2017 at the
Eileen Fisher Learning Lab in
Irvington, New York, on its
“2016 Report on the Status
of Women in Westchester
County.” The event included
a panel discussion regard-
ing the key findings con-
tained in the report. The pan-
elists included WWA Board
members Colleen
Braithwaite, Sheila Klatzky
and Maria Imperial.  The
panel discussion was mod-
erated by Robi Schlaff, the
executive director of the
Westchester County Office
for Women. WWA’s co-
chair, Antoinette Klatzky, pro-
vided introductory remarks.
The panel discussed the chal-
lenges facing women and
families in the county, includ-
ing the high cost of child
care, a growing elderly
population which strains their
resources, and wage dis-
parities which continue to
favor men.

The WWA commis-
sioned the report to advise
on the social and economic
status of women, and to fur-
ther a climate that offers
equal access and opportu-
nity for women in Westchester
County.  The report aims to
provide local data that will
create a baseline on issues
which are of concern to
women.  The report also
strives to inspire the public to
join in efforts to create pro-
grams for women and, there-
fore, improve the quality of
life for everyone in
Westchester.

According to the report,
the poverty in Westchester has
worsened over the last five
years for women, men and
families. Poverty is higher for
woman-headed families in
Westchester, and it has got-
ten worse. The report also
noted that educational levels
have improved over the last
five years, for both women
and men. The educational
levels of women slightly ex-
ceed those of men at the cur-
rent time; however, at all lev-
els of education, women still
make less money than men.
Based upon the U.S. Census
data, the report stated that in
2014, median earnings for
women over the age of 25
were $42,895. In compari-
son, for men over the age of
25, the median earnings were
$59,433.

 Additionally, the report
stated that men outnumber
women as Westchester
County officials by a factor
of 1.7 to 1. Of the seven
largest corporations head-

Jacqueline Hattar

Maria Imperial, Sheila Klatsky, Colleen Braithwaite, and Robi Schlaff

tives, including the Diversity
reception that is held at the
NYSBA Annual Meeting.  She
shared her experiences when
she was an associate at
Proskauer Rose, including
how she was encouraged to
participate in bar associa-
tions. She also expressed the
value of diversity and inclu-
sion and how it makes a law
practice more beneficial and
attractive for clients.  Ms.
Gutekunst encouraged look-
ing at and improving one’s

individual implicit bias and
discussed bias interrupters
which can mitigate the nega-
tive effects that this bias may
have on peers. She also
noted that those in positions
of leadership have the abil-
ity and duty to mentor, spon-
sor and include less experi-
enced associates.

Ms. Hattar discussed
Wilson’s Elser ’s national
Women’s Initiative (Women
Attorneys Valued and Em-
powered), in connection with
which she serves on its Steer-

ing Committee and helped
to launch in 2015. She ex-
plained that its mission is to
attract, develop and retain
women attorneys by enhanc-
ing and strengthening their
skills and by providing career-
advancing opportunities in
client service, business devel-
opment and leadership.  It
was a truly excellent program
that included a lively and in-
teresting discussion by the at-
tendees. We wish to thank
Wilson Elser for their gener-
ous support.  ◗

A Discussion in Diversity and Inclusion
from page 4

continued on page 9 ➥
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Gender Fairness Committee Celebrates
Women’s History Month
Margaret Corchado

The Ninth Judicial Dis-
trict Committee to Promote
Gender Fairness in the
Courts recognized the win-
ners of i ts Annual High
School Essay Contest at a
breakfast held on May 5,
2017 in celebration of
Women’s History Month. Su-
preme Court Justice Terry
Jane Ruderman, Chair of the
Committee, presented the
awards. The generosity of
various professional organi-
zations and bar associa-
tions, including the
Westchester Woman’s Bar
Association, enabled the
committee to award cash
prizes to the students.

In the freshman/sopho-
more category, Emily Diaz
from Harrison High School
won first prize and Mikayla
Tucci, also from Harrison
High School won second
prize.  In the junior/senior
category, Isabelle Johnson
from Hastings High School
won first prize and Andreas

Radovanovic, also from
Hastings High School won
second prize.  The essay
topic was:

Joseph is a male student
at American High School.  He
wants to try out for the

Mikayla Tucci, Isabelle Johnson, Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Emily Diaz and Andreas Radovanovic

school’s field hockey team,
which is traditionally com-
prised of all girls.  The school
does not have an equivalent
team for boys. The field
hockey coach refuses to let
Joseph try out solely because

he is a boy.  A group of par-
ents have also opposed the
idea, stating that boys should
not be allowed to play on an
all-girls team.  Joseph’s par-
ents have filed a complaint

Informative CLE on Navigating the New Maintenance Guidelines

The Families, Children &
the Courts Committee is very
grateful to Justice Jamieson,
Justice Walsh, Referee
Swidler, Support Magistrate
Hochberg and Ms. Bel as
well as to our former Co-
Chair, Alayne Katz, for the
time and energy that they
devoted to preparing for and
presenting this stimulating
and informative program.
Thank you to Sterling Na-
tional Bank for once again
donating their excellent facility
for this event. ◗ Hon. Carol Swidler

continued on page 8 ➥

from page 5

Barbara E. Bel, CPA
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GUARDIAN AD LITEM AND COURT EVALUATORS:
A Comparison of Ethical and Procedural Obligations under
the Part 36 Rules

On May 4, 2017, the
WWBA Elder /Health and Trusts
and Estates Committees co-
sponsored a two credit CLE (in-
cluding one ethics credit) on
Guardians Ad Litem (GAL) and
Court Evaluators. The program
discussed the ethical and pro-
cedural obligations of each
court appointment under the
Part 36 Rules of the Chief Judge
of the State of New York.  We
enjoyed the hospitality of our
hosts, Anthony J. Forgione, VP
and Michael McNamara, Se-
nior Client Associate of Sterling
National Bank and the deli-
cious food provided by our
generous sponsor, Court Street
Abstract, Inc., with Brad R.
Sacks, Esq., Vice President and
Heather E. Jacobs, Account Ex-
ecutive, giving an introductory
explanation of the services they
provide.

Our speaker, Joseph M.
Accetta, Esq., Court Attorney/
Referee in the Adult Guardian-
ship Part of the Supreme Court,
Westchester County presented
a lively and interactive discus-
sion that engaged all the par-
ticipants and was very informa-
tive.  Speaking from years of
experience in Surrogate’s Court
and now the Guardianship
Part, Mr. Accetta emphasized
the training needed to be eli-
gible under the Part 36 Rules
for appointment as a GAL in
Surrogate’s Court under the
Surrogate’s Court Procedure
Act (SCPA) and as a Court
Evaluator in an Adult Guard-
ianship proceeding under Ar-
ticle 81 Of the Mental Hygiene
Law (MHL).

GALs act as advocates for
their wards (infants, incapaci-
tated persons, unknown distrib-

Elizabeth Cumming and Joseph Accetta

Patricia Angley

utes) and have affirmative ob-
ligations to represent their in-
terests in any probate proceed-
ing, SCPA Article 17-A Guard-
ianship or compromise action
for wrongful death/personal
injury.  GALs submit a written
report to the court after a thor-
ough investigation which
should contain the jurisdictional
basis for the proceeding, find-
ings of fact, and conclusions
as to the ward’s interest with
recommendations and objec-
tions, if any.  Reasonable com-
pensation of GALs for their ser-
vices is based upon their de-
tailed affidavit of services, com-
plexity and nature of the case,
the amount of the ward’s inter-
est and the court’s discretion.

Court Evaluators (CE) may
be attorney or non-attorney
appointments under Part 36
and must complete the required
education in order to qualify.
CEs act as the eyes and ears of
the court in an Adult Guard-
ianship Proceeding and are

empowered to stop the loss of
money of the alleged incapaci-
tated person (AIP) who is the
subject of the Guardianship
Petition.  CEs interview all rel-
evant and necessary parties in-
cluding the AIP, the proposed
guardian, family members,
friends, medical professionals
and financial advisors.  CEs
determine whether the AIP can
meaningfully participate in the
proceeding and whether the AIP
wants counsel appointed.  The
CEs detailed report contains all
relevant information for the court
including whether the AIP con-
sents to the appointment of a
guardian and what is the least
restrictive form of intervention
under the circumstances.  Rea-
sonable compensation of CEs
depend upon a detailed affida-
vit of services with time records
and,  if the petition is granted,
CEs are paid from the AIP’s as-
sets and if the petition is denied,
CEs are paid by the petitioner
or AIP or both.  ◗

with the school’s principal.
What should the principal do
and what factors should be
considered?

The students read their
essays to the more than 50
assembled guests.  Those in
attendance included Justice
Alan D. Scheinkman, Ad-
ministrative Judge for the
Ninth Judicial District, State
Supreme Court Justices John
P. Colangelo, Lawrence H.
Ecker, Linda S. Jamieson,
Lewis J. Lubell, O. Peter
Sherwood, Mary H. Smith,
Bruce E. Tolbert and Charles
D. Wood, and former Ad-
ministrative Judge for the
Ninth Judicial District Francis
A. Nicolai.  Also in atten-
dance were Kevin J. Plunkett,
Deputy County Executive of
Westchester County, and rep-
resentatives of various bar
associations including Susan
Edwards Colson, Esq., Presi-
dent of the Westchester
Woman’s Bar Association,
and Julie S. Kattan, Esq.,
President of the Westchester
Woman’s Bar Association
Foundation.

The committee antici-
pates that this contest and
awards breakfast will be
held again next year and is
hoping for even greater par-
ticipation in the district. ◗

Gender
Fairness
Committee
Celebrates
Women’s
History Month
from page 6
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THE PACE WOMEN’S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER WOMEN’S BAR 
ASSOCIATION and THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE TO 

PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS  
are pleased to host a CLE Program: 

WHAT EVERY NEW YORK ATTORNEY NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT DIGITAL 
EVIDENCE (Technical, Legal and Ethical Issues) 

Effective advocacy requires attorneys to fundamentally change how they think about evidence in 
general – since the vast majority of it is likely to be digital. Identifying, locating, collecting, 
preserving and being prepared to present digital evidence at trial or other proceedings is a 
necessary component of litigation, because digital evidence may be the best, or in some cases, 
the only, potential evidence of a key fact in controversy.
.
DATE:  October 11, 2017 
 
RSVP by:   October 4, 2017 
 
PLACE: Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University; the Tudor Room 
 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (mandatory for MMP members following the 

mandatory MMP meeting from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.)) 
 

SPEAKER:   Nicholas G. Himonidis, JD, CFE, CCFS the NGH Group 
 
MODERATOR:   Natanya L. Briendel, Esq., Director Westchester Division, Pace Women’s     

Justice Center 
 
FEE:    $20 for members

$30 for non-members
No Charge for members of the Pace Women’s Justice Center Moderate Means 
Panel

REGISTRATION: By October 4, 2017 online at www.wwbany.org (Members of the Pace 
Women’s Justice Center Moderate Means Panel must register with 
nbriendel@law.pace.edu.) 

 
OPEN TO ATTORNEYS AND NON ATTORNEYS 

 
FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT:  Natanya L. Briendel, Esq. at nbriendel@law.pace.edu. 
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Pending approval by WBASNY in accordance with the requirements of the New York State Continuing Legal 
Education Board for 2 credit hours in professional practice as specified, acceptable for transitional credit for 
established and newly admitted attorneys. Full and partial scholarships for this program, based on financial need, are 
available.  Full scholarship for the $10 CLE certificate charge (maximum of 10 attendees) for this program are 
available for attorneys at non-profit organizations that provide direct legal service for victims of domestic violence.  
For information and to apply, please contact WWBA President Lisa Denig at president@wwbany.org.  All requests are 
confidential.   

The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter’s own, and do not reflect the official 
position of the WWBA or WBASNY. 

The Westchester Women’s Bar Association is a chapter of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New 
York. 

           Not a member?  Join today aw www.wwbany.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Nassau County Judicial Committee  
on Women in the Courts

Hon. Julianne Capetola, Chair
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Nassau County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

Hon. Julianne Capetola, Chair

Members: Please see attached list.

Counties served: Nassau

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: 9/20/17; 10/18/17; 11/16/17; 12/13/17
Average attendance: 12
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Meeting about Reverse Mortgages, establishing Conference Part

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Lois Schwaber, Esq., our committee member, counsel to Safe Place, went to each Court 
to speak with the Court community, regarding matters pertaining to Domestic Violence.

Other Special Events or Activities Foreclosure Awareness, Reverse Foreclosures, Nassau 
County Bar Affiliation

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
12

Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
1/9/18; 1/18/18; 1/25/18; 3/14/18; 3/21/18... with more TBA

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Spring into Wellness 
Programs, Reverse MortgageConcerns; Financial education-future financial planning

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Financial Issues, Domestic Violence, Child Care Centers, Elder Care

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Supervised Visitation, Breastfeeding 
Space, Language access/interpreters (availability, quality, or general usage of 
interpreters, both within and outside of the courtroom)

Nassau County Women in the Courts Committee 
Hon. Julianne Capetola, Chair
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Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Financial Empowerment for Women

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Domestic Violence Organizations, Women's Bar Association; Safe 
Center
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           NASSAU COUNTY JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON WOMEN IN THE COURTS

Hon. Thomas A. Adams, JSC          
Administrative Judge of Nassau County

(516) 493-3020 taadams@nycourts.gov

Hon. Denise Sher, AJSC
Former Chair;  Nassau County Liason
Member NYS Judicial Committee on
Women in the Courts

(516) 493-3239 dsher@nycourts.gov

Hon. Julianne T. Capetola, JSC
Chair

(516) 493-3152 jcapetola@nycourts.gov

Daniel Bagnuola                                      
Public Information - Supreme Court

(516) 493-3262 dbagnuol@nycourts.gov

Hon. Ruth Balkin                                       
Appellate Division Justice
Appellate Division - Second Department

(516) 403-2473 rbalkin@nycourts.gov

Dean Harry Ballan        
Touro College
Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center

(631) 761-7100 harryb@tourolaw.edu

Hon. N. Scott Banks    
Attorney in Chief
The Legal Aid Society of Nassau County

(516) 560-6412 nscottbanks@nclas.org

Virginia Clavin, Esq.                              
Principal Law Clerk to
Hon. Christopher G. Quinn

(516) 493-3553 vclavin@nycourts.gov

Aixa Cruz-Falu      
Principal Court Interpreter

(516) 493-3613 acfalu@nycourts.gov

Chief James DiNapoli
Nassau Courts

(516) 493-3039 jdinapol@nycourts.gov
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Rosalie Fitzgerald, Esq.                              
Chief Clerk, Family Court

(516) 493-3850 rfitzger@nycourts.gov

Hon. Rhonda Fischer, DCJ
District Court

(516) 493-4321 rfischer@nycourts.gov

Mary Ann D’Esposito                           
Court Analyst, Supreme Court

(516) 493-3401 mdesposi@nycourts.gov

Barbara Etherson
Principal Court Clerk, Supreme Court

(516) 493-3101 betherso@nycourts.gov

Hon. Sharon Gianelli, JSC 
Supreme Court

(516) 493-3286 sgianell@nycourts.gov

Hon. Jeffrey Goodstein, JSC                      
Supervising Judge Matrimonial Center

(516) 493-3424 jgoodste@nycourts.gov

Hon. Ellen Greenberg, AJSC                      
Supervising Judge of the Family Court
 

(516) 493-3863 ergreenb@nycourts.gov

Kathryn Hopkins, Esq.
Chief Clerk, Supreme Court

(516) 493-3401 khopkins@nycourts.gov

Hazel Hughes                                      
Court Analyst Supreme Court
Veteran’s Court

(516) 493-3105 hhughes@nycourts.gov

Sarika Kapoor, Esq.                               
Law Department Supreme Court

(516) 493-3088 skapoor@nycourts.gov

Hon. Joseph Lorintz, JSC
Matrimonial Center

(516) 493-3432 jlorintz@nycourts.gov

Hon. Randy Sue Marber, JSC
Supreme Court

(516) 493-3219 rmarber@nycourts.gov

Maureen L. McLoughlin, Esq.                   
President, Nassau County WB 

(516) 240-8065 mmcloug3@verizon.net
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Linda Mejias, Esq.
Principal Law Clerk to
The Hon. Edmund M. Dane

(516) 493-3429 lmejias@nycourts.gov

Hon. Kathleen P. Murray
Assistant to President/Governmental
Affairs Media Relations
Nassau Community College

(516) 572-0611 kathleen.murray@ncc.edu

Hon. Maureen O’Connell
Nassau County Clerk

(516) 571-2660 moconnell@nassaucountyny.gov

Lisa Porteus                                          
Principal Court Reporter Supreme Court 

(516) 493-3344 lporteus@nycourts.gov

Anthony Provenzano, Esq.      
Principal Law Clerk to
The Hon. Anthony F. Marano

(516) 493-3294 aprovenzano@nycourts.gov

Hon. A. Gail Prudenti, Dean        
Maurice A. Deane School of Law at
Hofstra University

(516) 463-4068 Gail.Prudenti@hofstra.edu

Hon. Christopher Quinn, AJSC
Supervising Judge, Country Court

(516) 493-3553 cgquinn@nycourts.gov

Hon.  Margaret Reilly, AJSC
Surrogate Judge

(516) 493-3802 mreilly@nycourts.gov

Susan Katz Richman, Esq.                     
Principal Court Attorney
Law Department, District Court

(516) 493-4180 srichman@nycourts.gov

Hon. Norman St. George, AJSC
Supervising Judge District Court

(516) 493-4168 nstgeorg@nycourts.gov
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Marisa Relyea, Esq.
Principal Law Clerk to
The Hon. Julianne T. Capetola

(516) 493-3152 mrelyea@nycourts.gov

Lois Schwaeber, Esq.                           
Director, The Safe Center Long Island

(516) 465-4700 Lschwaeber@tscli.org

Dean Michael Simons              
St. John’s University School of Law

(718) 990-6602 simonsm@stjohns.edu

Madeline Singas, Esq.                 
Nassau Country District Attorney

(516) 571-3577 madeline.singas@nassauda.org

Hon. Joy Watson, DCJ
District Court

(516) 493-4311 jmwatson@nycourts.gov

Hon. Lisa Williams
Support Magistrate

(516) 493-3890 lwilliams@nycourts.gov

Tomasina Mastrioni
Helen Vesunas
Liz McDunna



Suffolk County Judicial Committee  
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Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

Hon. Karen Kerr, Supervising Judge of District Court and Laurette D. Mulry, Esq., Attorney 
in Charge of the Legal Aid Society of Suffolk County

Members: Please see attached list.

Counties served: Suffolk

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: 02-08-17, 04-13-17, 06-16-17, 09-06-17, and 10-05-17
Average attendance: 20
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Our Women's History Month Program was held on 3-24-17 at Cohalan Court Complex.  
The program, "Suffolk County and the Woman Suffrage Movement:  Leaders in Our 
Midst," celebrated women leaders in Suffolk County past, present and future.  Committee 
members presented examples of women suffrage leaders with ties to Suffolk County, 
representative of our past.  The event honored Chief Eileen Mallon, the first woman 
named to the position of Chief Court Officer in Suffolk County courts, an example of a 
present and revered leader.  The event garnered community participation as well as an 
educational component with an Essay Contest for Suffolk County 11th grade students 
who answered the question "Why I Can't Wait to Vote."  139 essays were submitted from 
13 area high schools.  Eight winners, representatives of our future, were announced and 
honored at the event and their essays were printed in the event program.  The event 
began with the Presentation of the Colors by New York State Courts Color Guard.  Suffolk 
County District Administrative Judge C. Randall Hinrichs welcomed the Court community 
and the honored guests.  Music was provided by the Hamptones, a singing group of 4th to 
8th grade students at Our Lady of the Hamptons Regional Catholic School in 
Southampton, New York.  Student essay winners were invited to return to the courthouse 
for guided tours.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
A Continuing Legal Education program entitled "The Vicious Cycle - the Neurobiology of 
Trauma" was presented at Cohalan Court Complex on October 6, 2017.   The 75 minute 
program was approved for 1.5 hours CLE credit in Professional Practice by the Judicial 
Institute.  The speaker was Anthony Zenkus, Director of Education at the Safe Center 
Long Island, a non-profit agency that serves victims of domestic abuse and child abuse. 
Literature from local victims' advocacy groups was available for distribution.  The 
attendees were a mix of judges, private attorneys, Legal Aid attorneys and social workers, 
18-b attorneys and prosecutors, with over one hundred participants. The video is 
available for viewing by using the following link and password:  
https://vimeo.com/groups/514819  Password=scwic10617  

Suffolk County Women in the Courts Committee 
Hon. Karen Kerr and Laurette D. Mulry, Esq., Chairs
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Other Special Events or Activities 

1. Heart Health Awareness Event was held on 2-3-17 at Cohalan Court Complex. The 
event featured free health screenings by Stony Brook University Hospital mobile unit 
which provided brief cardiac history review, blood pressure testing and simple blood test 
for cholesterol. 

2. Mental Health Awareness Lunch and Learn event was held on 5-18-17 for 67 attendees 
focusing on stress reduction and Work/Life balance. 

3. Prostate Cancer Awareness event was held on 6-13-17 at Cohalan Court Complex with 
free PSA blood tests provided for 37 men on-site by mobile medical unit, Integrated 
Medical Foundation. Free information and literature was handed out to the court 
community. 

4. Breast Cancer Courthouse Alert was held on 10-10-17 at Cromarty Court Complex and 
on 10-18-17 at Cohalan Court Complex. Tables were set up in the courthouses with 
information, in English and Spanish, provided by the American Cancer Society. Handouts 
included books and pamphlets with detection guidelines, cancer facts for women, 
American Cancer Society guidelines relating to breast cancer and answers to common 
questions and concerns. In addition, information was provided by local hospitals (Peconic 
and Southampton) about specific resources and services provided in Suffolk County. The 
Cancer Services Program, a NYS funded agency, also provided bilingual information 
about programs available to persons who have no health insurance. 

5. The Women in the Courts Committee enthusiastically supports the Cohalan Children's 
Center by providing volunteers and encouraging participation in events such as a Back-to-
School Supply Drive (July-August 2017), a Coats for Kids Bagel Brunch (November 
2017), and Thanksgiving and Christmas drives to benefit families that utilize the Children's 
Center. 

6. The Access to Justice sub-committee conducted several meetings investigating areas 
in which there may be a gap in legal support and assistance, especially for those who are 
indigent or limited English proficient. 

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Flyer, Advertised through the Suffolk County Bar Association

Who and how many attended? 
The Women's History and Domestic Violence programs had over one hundred attendees 
at each program (see above for other event participation numbers).

Was there any press before or after? Yes
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Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
02-08-18, 04-05-18, 06-07-18, September '18, October '18

Special Events & Educational Programs  

Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Heart Health Awareness 
(2-1-18 and 2-26-18), Mental Health Awareness (May 2018) Prostate Cancer Screening 
(June 2018), Children's Center events

Concerns

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? See operational issues below.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Breastfeeding Space, Language 
access/interpreters (availability, quality, or general usage of interpreters, both within and 
outside of the courtroom)

Child Care: It is recognized that child care remains a challenge for those who work at the 
courts and for those who are involved in a court proceeding. As previously stated, the 
Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts enthusiastically supports the 
Children's Center and activities that promote the funding of Suffolk EAC which operates 
the court's on-site child care facility. We are encouraged that in 2017, the Center received 
additional funding to secure three (3) full days of operation at the Cohalan Court Complex. 
The Committee will continue to support the Center in an effort to expand those services. 

Breastfeeding space: The Committee realizes that this is an issue of concern for women 
who are in the courts, whether they are employees, litigants or visitors. As such, the 
Committee will endeavor to promote discourse on this topic in the hopes of putting forth 
suggestions for positive change. 

Language access: This is an omnipresent issue that is at the forefront of discussion in 
Suffolk County as the chosen pilot county for the NYS Permanent Committee on Access 
to Justice. Our subcommittee on Access to Justice hopes to develop a program that will 
dovetail with the larger statewide efforts to close the justice gap in Suffolk County and 
specifically will assist those who are limited English proficient.

Do you see unmet training needs?  Please list.

Yes.  Inclusion, LGBT issues and cultural sensitivity

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Diversity and Inclusion; Ethics
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Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations and Domestic Violence Organizations 
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Gender Fairness Committee 
of the Twelfth Judicial District,  

Supreme Court Committee

Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair 
Hon. Josephine Bastone, Chair
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Gender Fairness Committee for the Twelfth Judicial District

Chairs:  Hon. Richard Lee Price (through 1:30 p.m. 1/25/2018) and Hon. Josephine M. 
Bastone. (Incoming: Hon. Doris M. Gonzalez replacing Hon. Richard Lee Price.)

Members: The Gender Fairness Committee for the Twelfth Judicial District draws its 
members from every level of the court community, including bar associations, advocacy 
and prosecution agencies which service or appear before the courts, the Bronx Borough 
President's Office, the County Clerk's Office, and each of the various courts in The Bronx. 
The Committee was created 26 years ago in response to recommendations of the Chief 
Judge's Committee on Gender Bias. The composition of the Committee includes: Judges, 
Court Attorneys, Court Clerks, Court Officers, Court Reporters, Stenographers, custodial 
employees, and other personnel from the various courts in The Bronx, as well as other 
agencies. See attached stationery which lists all of our members.

Counties served: Bronx

2017 Meetings

Dates of Meetings: 1/10/17; 5/30/17; 9/26/17. Updates were sent out to the Committee by 
Judge Price on occasion. We also held a number of subcommittee meetings during the 
year to plan activities.
Average Attendance:  12
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
We held our eighteenth annual awards program on May 4, 2017 in the Jury Room of 
Bronx Supreme Court, 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, N. Y. We gave the Woman of 
Achievement award to Sharlene Denise Brown, Executive Director of Bronx Y.M.C.A. We 
also presented the EVOLVE award to six promising girls; this award was created to 
recognize outstanding female high school students who have demonstrated a unique 
ability to rise above daunting circumstances in their lives or who have demonstrated a 
combination of great scholarship and volunteerism. In addition, we awarded certificates for 
four Women of Distinction, court system employees who have impressed the Committee 
by their job performance, or because they have overcome odds with supreme grace. 
Report of event, press coverage, flyer, and program attached.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
We held our annual Domestic Violence Workplace Education Day program on October 30, 
2017 in the Bronx Hall of Justice. Ellen Kolodney, Glendalee Olivera, and Jose Perez 
spoke on "Recognizing and Responding to Elder Abuse". See report of event, flyer, and 
program, attached.

Other Special Events or Activities 
1. We held a program on Long-Term Care Insurance on June 21, 2017 in courtroom 607 
of Bronx Supreme Court, 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, N. Y. See report of event and 

Gender Fairness Committee of the Twelfth Judicial District, 
Supreme Court Committee 

Hon. Richard Lee Price and Hon. Josephine Bastone, Chairs
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flyer, attached. 2. We co-sponsored The Columbia Society's July 17, 2017 program on 
"Elder Law and Planning for People with Special Needs". MCLE credit was available for 
attorneys and judges for this informative lecture. See report of event and flyer, attached.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Mail, and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
Approximately 140 people attended the Women's History Month program. Approximately 
40 people attended the Long-Term Care program. Approximately 45 people attended the 
Elder Law program. Approximately 65 people attended Domestic Violence Workplace 
Education Day program (icy weather conditions) Programs were open to courthouse 
employees, visitors to the courthouse, jurors, some to the general public.

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates for planned or projected for 2018:
Periodic full committee meetings, with subcommittee meetings as needed.

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month; Domestic Violence Awareness Month

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Continued need for civil behaviour and fair treatment.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Language access/interpreters (availability, 
quality, or general usage of interpreters, both within and outside of the courtroom)

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Committee Chair Hon. Josephine M. Bastone is the MCLE Liaison to 
the Judicial Institute from the Bronx County Courts. Video-simulcasts of Judicial Institute 
lectures are offered throughout the year, as well as the occasional live lecture sponsored 
by the Gender Fairness Committee, The Columbia Society, or by other court personnel.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, The Columbia Society, Unions, various local businesses
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Gender Fairness Committee,  
New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Term

Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Chair 
Gregory Testa, Chair
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Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Branch

Chairs: Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Administrative Judge for Civil Matters, First Judicial
District, and Gregory F. Testa, Esq., Associate Court Attorney

Members: Valerie Qualls, Secretary, Simone Abrams, Doina Rosu Almazon, Hon. Nancy
Bannon, Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Michelle Furey-
D'Esposito, Patricia Garone, Elizabeth Gertz, Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Judith Gische, Hon.
Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont, Esq., Yesenia Herrera, Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn
Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq., Deanna Lucci, Esq., Hon. Eileen Rakower, Sheila Riley-
Aultman, Marie Rosemy, Hon. Lori Sattler, Hon. O. Peter Sherwood, Gloria Smyth-
Godinger, Hon. Milton Tingling, John Werner, Esq., Shadai Wilkins

Counties served: New York

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: Our committee holds meetings or special events on a monthly basis.
Average Attendance: 20
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month
In recognition of Women’s History Month, our committee hosted a program on April 6,
2017, featuring the Honorable Cecile Noel. Commissioner Noel was appointed
Commissioner of the Mayor's Office to Combat Domestic Violence (OCDV) in October
2015. Commissioner Noel spoke about the work of the OCDV which coordinates the
delivery of citywide domestic violence services and formulates policies and programs for
domestic violence services. Following the lecture, the committee presented its annual
Women’s History Month Service Awards to two members of our courthouse. The 2017
Women's History Month Distinguished Jurist Award recipient was the Hon. Joan B. Lobis.
Judge Lobis, who recently retired, served as a Justice of the Supreme Court, First Judicial
District. While working in the court system, Judge Lobis presided over a Medical
Malpractice Part, a Matrimonial Part, a General I.A.S. Part, and served as a Judge of the
Civil Court of the City of New York and in the Housing Part. The 2017 Women's History
Month Distinguished Service Award recipient was Michelle Furey-D'Esposito. Michelle
began working for the New York State Unified Court System as the secretary for the Hon.
Jacqueline W. Silbermann, for whom she worked for over 21 years. She has also worked
for the Hon. Joan B. Carey and for Jeffrey Carucci in the E-Filing Resource Center at
Supreme Court, New York County. In June of 2015, Michelle began working for the Hon.
Deborah A. Kaplan. After the presentation of the awards, a reception followed with
refreshments.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month
One Love Foundation featuring Cameron Kinker, Engagement Coordinator. Sharon Love 
founded The One Love Foundation after her daughter Yeardly Love, a fourth year student 
at the University of Virginia, was killed by her ex-boyfriend, four weeks before her

Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Term 
Hon. Deborah Kaplan and Gregory Testa, Chairs
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graduation. It has become Sharon Love's and the One Love Foundation’s mission to 
educate the public regarding the warnings signs of relationship abuse. Cameron explained 
how One Love utilizes an innovate workshop program entitled “Escalation” which is 
presented at college campuses and other organizations throughout the United States. 
Cameron explained how along with spreading the message campus to campus, One Love 
has created educational public service announcements which have been viewed by over
82 million people. Following his powerful and educational presentation, Cameron was 
presented with the Domestic Violence Awareness Month Program’s Certificate of 
Appreciation.

Other Special Events or Activities
Bring Your Children to Work Day: On April 27, 2017, our committee hosted its annual
"Bring Your Children to Work Day" program which welcomes children of employees to an
educational and fun day in the courthouse. The children were greeted to a breakfast
followed by a presentation featuring courthouse employees who discussed their daily
work. The children also took part in a security equipment demonstration and participated
in mock trials with Supreme Court Justices in which the children played the role of judges,
jurors, witnesses, and attorneys. The program concluded with a pizza lunch and the
presentation of gift bags.

The Holocaust Remembrance Program: On May 3, 2017, our committee, along with the
Jewish Lawyers’ Guild, sponsored the annual Holocaust Remembrance Program. The
program featured presentations by the Honorable Martin Shulman and the Honorable
Peter H. Moulton. Judge Moulton read a brief biography of each family which detailed their
experiences during and after the Holocaust. A candle lighting ceremony by family
members followed each biographical reading. The keynote presentation was given by Dr.
Michael Bornstein, co-author of “Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner
of Auschwitz.” Dr. Bornstein was four years old when he was liberated from Auschwitz. A
musical performance was presented by the SAR High School Choir which concluded the
program. The Amud Aish Memorial Museum provided an exhibit entitled “Children and the
Holocaust” which was displayed in the rotunda at 60 Centre Street during the week of the
program.

Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Event: On June 2, 2017, the Annual Caren Aronowitz
Unity in Diversity Event was held. This event, which our committee co-sponsors, is named
in honor of Caren Aronowitz, a beloved court employee who passed away and who was
instrumental in organizing many courthouse events. This extremely popular event is co-
sponsored by various bar associations and community organization. The event features
food celebrating different cultures, musical performances, a performance by the New York
State Court Bagpipe and Drum Corps, and a slideshow celebrating the diversity within our
courthouses.
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Summer Lecture Event: This summer, our committee again hosted a summer intern 
lecture event with a presentation by the Honorable Deborah Kaplan, Statewide 
Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases and Joan G. Levenson, Esq., Chief of Staff 
of the Office of the Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases. Judge 
Kaplan and Joan utilized an interesting powerpoint presentation and discussed how their 
office works throughout New York State with administrative judges and judges who handle 
domestic violence issues and elder abuse cases. 

High Conflict Divorce Event: Our committee co-sponsored a two part panel lecture and 
film regarding High Conflict Divorce. The program featured judges, a forensic 
psychologist, a parent coordinator, and attorneys who spoke about divorce and custody 
proceedings and the potential impacts such proceedings have on children.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Flyer, and direct contact with college and law school professors

Who and how many attended? 
The events are attended by judges, judicial and non judicial staff, attorneys, bar 
association members, college and law school professors, students, and members of the 
community. Our events generally attract about 100 people and are open to members of 
the public.

Was there any press before or after? Yes

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
We plan to have committee planning meetings in March to assist in organizing our various 
spring and summer events.

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and we plan to continue 
hosting our traditional programs.

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Gender equality and domestic violence

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? None

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Courses for the Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias 
requirement.
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Areas of success during 2017 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias 
and gender fairness in the courts: We were happy with the support and thanks which we 
received from the attendees of our Women's History Month, Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, Holocaust Remembrance, Bring Your Children to Work Day, and the 
Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity program.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Colleges, and Domestic Violence Organizations
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Wednesday, March 8, 2017

12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Supreme Court, 60 Centre Street 

Room 300 

High Conflict Divorce: A Two Part Series 
Part 1: The Impact on Children 

R E M A R K S

Hon. Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts

Director of New York State Courts Access to Justice Program

S P E A K E R S

Hon. Matthew Cooper, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term, Matrimonial Division

Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases

Virginia LoPreto, Esq. 

Paul Rudder, Esq. 

Meg Sussman, Ph.D., Forensic Psychologist

M O D E R A T O R S

Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq., Senior Settlement Coordinator

Cecily Hernandez, Court Officer

P R E S E N T A T I O N
SPLIT: A film for Kids of Divorce (and their Parents) 

Light refreshments will be served. All are welcome. 

_______________________________________________________________________
C O  - S P O N S O R S
The Gender Fairness Committee, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch, and New York 
State Courts Access to Justice Program 

Co- Chairpersons: Officer Cecily Hernandez and Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq.  

Save the Date for Part 2: Reducing the Impact on Children & Families – May 10, 2017
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                                                                               Wednesday, May 10, 2017
                                                                        12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

                                                                         Supreme Court, 60 Centre Street        
`     Room 300

Are you in the process of a Divorce or Custody proceeding?

                            Do you know how it affects your children?

High Conflict Divorce: Part 2 of the Series
The Impact on Children - Case by Case Analysis

                  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S

Hon. George J. Silver, Incoming Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts

                                                                                       
S P E A K E R S                                                                             
Hon. Matthew Cooper, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term, Matrimonial Division

Hon. Laura E. Drager, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term, Matrimonial Division

Lauren Behrman, Ph.D., Parent Coordinator 

Meg Sussman, Ph.D., Forensic Psychologist

Virginia LoPreto, Esq.

Paul Rudder, Esq.

M O D E R A T O R S

Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq., Senior Settlement Coordinator

Cecily Hernandez, Court Officer

P R E S E N T A T I O N
“SPLIT” - A film about divorce for (and by) kids of divorce and (their parents) <FILM PRESENTED AT 12:45 P.M. >

                                    Co-Chairpersons: Cecily Hernandez and Michele Kern-Rappy, Esq.
_______________________________________________________________________
C O - S P O N S O R S

 The Gender Fairness Committee, Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch
 New York State Courts Access to Justice Program



150

          THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK COUNTY 

                  SUPREME COURT, CIVIL BRANCH 

       PROUDLY PRESENTS

   
   Women’s History Month 2017

          

                                                    

   

                                                APRIL 6, 2017
      1:00 P.M.       

         SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY 
     60 CENTRE STREET, ROOM 300, NEW YORK, NEW YORK
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             Women’s History Month 2017               

                                                               WELCOME   

             Honorable Peter H. Moulton
              Administrative Judge For Civil Matters, First Judicial District 

      REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER              

  

            Honorable Deborah A. Kaplan 
          Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases & 
                  Co-Chairperson of the Gender Fairness Committee, 

            Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Branch 

       KEYNOTE SPEAKER                    

    Honorable Cecile Noel 
        Commissioner, NYC Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence

      

       PRESENTATION OF 

        THE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH DISTINGUISHED JURIST AWARD TO 

                                                THE HONORABLE JOAN B. LOBIS  

                 REMARKS

              Marilyn Sugarman, Esq.
            Special Referee

              PRESENTATION OF 

 THE WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD TO 

MICHELLE FUREY-D’ESPOSITO

     REMARKS

                      Jeffrey Carucci 
                           Statewide Coordinator for Electronic Filing

&
         Honorable Deborah A. Kaplan
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       WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH KEYNOTE SPEAKER
  

           Honorable Cecile Noel
                   Commissioner, NYC Mayor's Office To Combat Domestic Violence

Cecile Noel is a graduate of Vassar College and Columbia University, with a Masters
degree in Social Work Administration.  She has worked in the field of Social Services
Administration for the past 26 years, starting as Director of Prison Health and Special Patient
Services for the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC), where she provided
policy and programmatic oversight for inmate health services throughout HHC hospitals.  Her
responsibilities also included corporate social work services, with particular expertise in the areas
of child abuse, elder abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault. 

In her prior position as the Executive Deputy Commissioner for the Human Resources
Administration (HRA) Emergency Intervention Services, she oversaw the 52 New York
City-Funded Domestic Violence Shelters, which serve over 1,000 families per day, and one
directly operated HRA facility.  Under her leadership, expansions were accomplished in both
residential and non-residential services for domestic violence survivors.  She also launched one
of the first school-based domestic violence prevention programs in the country, the Teen
Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (RAPP), now operating in 56 New York City schools. 

In addition, Commissioner Noel had oversight for the Emergency Food Assistance
Program (EFAP), which funds 489 Soup Kitchens and Food Pantries citywide and the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) community outreach, formally known as
Food Stamps community outreach program.  She also oversaw the Home Energy Assistance
Programs (HEAP) and several other emergency utility assistance programs that help low-income
New Yorkers with their utility needs. 

Commissioner Noel oversaw a $180 million budget, with 30 contracts and over 300 staff.
During her time at HRA, she also led the Crisis and Disaster Program for 14 years.  This program
developed and implemented the agency’s response to local and citywide emergencies in
conjunction with the New York City Office Emergency Management (OEM), and other State and
Federal agencies.  Commissioner Noel also had oversight for the Adult Protective Services
Program (APS) for several years.  APS is a state mandated program that provides supervision and
case management to individuals living in the community who are unable to care for themselves.

On October 16, 2015, Ms. Noel was appointed Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office to
Combat Domestic Violence.
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                WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 2017 SERVICE AWARDS

  Hon. Joan B. Lobis 
                 Women’s History Month 2017 Distinguished Jurist Award 

Hon. Joan B. Lobis has served with distinction as a Judge of the Supreme Court, First
Judicial District, since 1991.  She currently presides over a Medical Malpractice Part and has
previously presided over a Matrimonial Part, a General I.A.S. Part, and has served as a Judge of
the Civil Court of the City of New York and in the Housing Part. 

Prior to joining the court system, Judge Lobis worked as a Supervising Attorney and a
Staff Attorney at DC37 - AFSCME Municipal Employees Legal Services Plan.  Judge Lobis has
also worked as a litigator at the Law Office of Gladstone, Meyer and Reif, as a Staff Attorney at
the Puerto Rican Emergency Law Project, as Assistant General Counsel of the Textile Workers
Union of America, and as a Staff Attorney at Vista Attorney - New Hampshire Legal Assistance.

        Michelle Furey-D’Esposito
                             Women’s History Month 2017 Distinguished Service Award 
                                                     

Michelle Furey-D’Esposito began working for the New York State Unified Court System in
May of 1987 as the secretary for the Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann, for whom she worked for over
21 years.  She has also worked for the Hon. Joan B. Carey and for Jeffrey Carucci in the E-Filing
Resource Center at Supreme Court, New York County.  In June of 2015, Michelle began working
for the Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence Cases.
                                                           

                                                           

                                                                      SPECIAL THANKS TO: Sp

                                      Hon. Peter H. Moulton, Administrative Judge
   

               Committee chairpersons: Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Gregory F. Testa, Esq.                      
             
          Committee members: Simone Abrams, Doina Rosu Almazon, Hon. Nancy Bannon, 
     Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Michelle Furey, PJ Garone,
Elizabeth Gertz, Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Judith Gische, Hon. Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont,
Esq., Yesenia Herrera, Officer Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq.,
Deanna Lucci, Esq., Ilana Marcus, Esq., Valerie Qualls, Sheila Riley-Aultman, Marie Rosemy,
Hon. Lori Sattler, Hon. O. Peter Sherwood, Hon. Milton Tingling, Edna Vera, John Werner,
Esq., Officer Shadai Wilkins.  Thank you to Luis Carrero, Michelle Gonsieski, Naomi Ruiz, and
Loren Schwartz.                       
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THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE,
SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY, CIVIL BRANCH,    

PRESENTS

The 2017 Women’s History Month 
Celebration 

April 6, 2017
Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term, Room 300 

1:00-2:00 P.M.   
                      

featuring a special presentation by Keynote Speaker
Hon. Cecile Noel

  Commissioner, NYC Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence         

 Hon. Cecile Noel was appointed Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office to Combat 
Domestic Violence (OCDV) in October 2015. OCDV was established by city charter in 2001, 
and is charged with coordinating the delivery of citywide domestic violence services, and 
formulating policies and programs relating to domestic violence services. The office also 
oversees the Family Justice Centers that operate in Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Manhattan, 
serving over 2,700 clients a month. 

Hon. Joan B. Lobis
The Women’s History Month Distinguished Jurist Award Recipient

Hon. Joan B. Lobis has served as a Justice of the Supreme Court, First Judicial District, 
since 1991.  She currently presides over a Medical Malpractice Part and has previously presided 
over a Matrimonial Part, a General I.A.S. Part, and has served as a Judge of the Civil Court of 
the City of New York and in the Housing Part.

Michelle Furey-D’Esposito
The Women’s History Month Distinguished Service Award Recipient

Michelle Furey-D’Esposito began working for the New York State Unified Court 
System in May of 1987 as the secretary for the Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann, for whom she 
worked for over 21 years. She has also worked for the Hon. Joan B. Carey and for Jeffrey 
Carucci in the E-Filing Resource Center at Supreme Court, New York County.  In June of 2015,
Michelle began working for the Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Statewide Coordinating Judge for 
Family Violence Cases.
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  HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM
Sponsored by the

JEWISH LAWYERS GUILD
and

THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE OF THE
SUPREME COURT, CIVIL BRANCH, NEW YORK COUNTY

Wednesday, May 3, 2017, 4:45-6:00 P.M.
Supreme Court, New York County

60 Centre Street ~ Rotunda

Remarks and Readings

HONORABLE PETER MOULTON
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE 

SUPREME COURT, CIVIL BRANCH, NEW YORK COUNTY

CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY BY HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS AND
MEMBERS OF THE  SECOND AND THIRD GENERATION

Remarks

HONORABLE MARTIN SHULMAN
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE APPELLATE TERM, FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Keynote Presentation

Dr. Michael Bornstein - Co-Author

“Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner of Auschwitz”

Dr. Michael Bornstein was four years old when he was liberated from Auschwitz, the
most infamous of Nazi Germany’s many death camps. Dr. Bornstein, in his forthcoming

book,“Survivors Club”[release date: March 7th, 2017], written with the help of his
daughter, Debbie Bornstein Holinstat, primarily for young, middle school and teen

readers, relates a truly inspirational Holocaust survival story and “offers an indelible
depiction of what happened to one Polish village in the wake of the German invasion in

1939.”

Musical Selections by the SAR High School Choir

For more information, please contact Justice Martin Shulman at (646) 386-5687 or
MShulman@nycourts.gov or  Justice Deborah Kaplan at (646) 386-5567 or DKaplan@nycourts.gov

The Amud Aish Memorial Museum’s moving exhibit, “Children and the Holocaust” will
be displayed in the 60 Centre Street Rotunda during the week of the Remembrance.
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     THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK COUNTY 

            SUPREME COURT, CIVIL BRANCH 

                                              PROUDLY PRESENTS

 The 2017 Domestic Violence     
   Awareness Program featuring
       The One Love Foundation 

          

                                                    

   

                      

                                           OCTOBER 19, 2017

      1:00 P.M.       

         SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY 

     60 CENTRE STREET, ROOM 212, NEW YORK, NEW YORK
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THE 2017 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS PROGRAM          

                                

                                   WELCOME   

   HONORABLE DEBORAH A. KAPLAN 

          STATEWIDE COORDINATING JUDGE FOR FAMILY VIOLENCE CASES & 

                  CO-CHAIRPERSON OF THE GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE, 
            SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY, CIVIL BRANCH 

                       INTRODUCTION OF THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER              

  

   HONORABLE MATTHEW F. COOPER

         SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY, CIVIL TERM, 
                      MATRIMONIAL DIVISION & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

                                         SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRPERSON       

       KEYNOTE SPEAKER                    

         CAMERON KINKER 

   ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR, NEW YORK CITY

THE ONE LOVE FOUNDATION

CLOSING REMARKS

      GREGORY F. TESTA, ESQ.
           DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRPERSON    

Sp    
               Committee chairpersons: Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Gregory F. Testa, Esq.                      
          Committee members: Simone Abrams, Doina Rosu Almazon, Hon. Nancy Bannon, 
     Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Michelle Furey, PJ Garone,
Elizabeth Gertz, Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont, Esq., Yesenia Herrera,
Officer Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq., Deanna Lucci, Esq., Ilana
Marcus, Esq., Valerie Qualls, Sheila Riley-Aultman, Marie Rosemy, Hon. Lori Sattler, Hon. O.
Peter Sherwood, Hon. Milton Tingling, Edna Vera, John Werner, Esq., Officer Shadai Wilkins.    
         
           Thank you to Hon. George J. Silver, Luis Carrero, Michelle Gonsieski, Naomi Ruiz, and
Loren Schwartz.
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    On May 3rd, 2010 Yeardley Love, was 
beaten to death by her ex-boyfriend just 
three weeks before their college graduation.   

  
     

 The One Love Foundation was founded by Yeardley’s mother, Sharon 
Love, and her sister, Lexie, to help others avoid the devastating loss that 
they endured.  Today, One Love is on a mission as its staff travels around 
the country, educating young people, and communities about the difference 
between healthy and unhealthy relationship and empowering people to trust 
their gut, and act when they feel that something is off.

       The Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Civil Branch,
proudly welcomes Cameron Kinker, Engagement Coordinator, New York 
City, of The One Love Foundation. In this not to be missed event, learn 
about One Love’s tireless work in educating others about relationship abuse, 
One Love’s innovative movie and public service announcements being 
shown to students in schools and campuses across the country, and learn 
how you can make a difference so that Yeardley’s story is never repeated or 
forgotten.         

     
Thursday, October 19, 2017

                          1:00- 2:00 p.m.

Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Term

60 Centre Street, Room 212, New York, New York

This event is free and open to the public.  Refreshments will be provided.  
For more information on The One Love Foundation please visit 

https://www.joinonelove.org/



Kings County Supreme Court  
Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Miriam Cyrulnik, Chair
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Kings County Supreme Court Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Miriam Cyrulnik, Acting Justice of the Supreme Court, Chair

Members: (Committee in formation) Major Luz Bryan, Supreme Court Civil Term Court 
Officer Command Frank Cali, Esq., Law Clerk to Hon. Miriam Cyrulnik Hon. Matthew 
D'Emic, Administrative Judge Supreme Court Criminal Term Donna Farrell, Supreme 
Court Civil Term Deputy Chief Clerk Armena Gayle, Esq., Secretary of the Brooklyn Bar 
Association Karen Boyd Gillen, Supreme Court Criminal Term Acting Deputy Chief Clerk 
Charmaine Johnson, Principal Court Analyst Hon. Lawrence Knipel, Administrative Judge 
Supreme Court Civil Term Colleen Martin-Morris, Esq., Law Clerk to Hon. Dineen 
Riviezzo Margherita Racanelli, Esq., Associate Court Attorney Guardianship Department 
Aimee Richter, Esq., President of the Brooklyn Bar Association Ileane Spinner, Esq. 
(retired)

Counties served: Kings

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: July 11, 2017; mid- November; mid-January
Average Attendance:  6
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
This year's committee has new leadership and a significant percentage of new members. 
We are considering several different programs, including reinvigorating the Ruth E. 
Moskowitz Award program that the predecessor committee had sponsored in prior years. 
We hope to create daily posts for our court's employee page, highlighting the 
accomplishments of women in various fields throughout the month.

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
While we were not able to present a program in this area last year, we hope to develop 
relevant programming going forward.

Other Special Events or Activities 
We will be participating in Take Your Child to Work Day in April of this year. Activities will 
include a mock trial that will be coordinated by our members. We hope to participate in the 
Centennial celebration of the Brooklyn Women's Bar Association and we have reached 
out to express our interest in doing so.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
In prior years, the Moskowitz Award ceremony was attended by more than 50 court 
employees and attorneys. We hope to attract a similar number this year.

Kings County Supreme Court Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Miriam Cyrulnik, Chair
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Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
We anticipate programming in March and April 2018, and then monthly meetings to plan 
future activities.

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Take Your Child to Work 
Day, Brooklyn Women's Bar Centennial Celebration, Women in Government

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Sexual harassment, in the workplace and elsewhere, is a topic currently 
generating significant media attention. This is an area that would be a natural topic for a 
program. Domestic violence and human trafficking remain issues of major concern as 
well.

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Female Defendants in the Criminal Justice system: The Interplay of 
Family Law/Custody Issues

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations



Kings County Civil Court  
Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Robin Sheares, Chair
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Kings Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee

Chair:  Hon. Robin K. Sheares, Acting Justice of the Supreme Court

Members: Judges: Hon. Robin K. Sheares, rsheares@nycourts.gov; Hon. Theresa 
Ciccotto tciccotto@nycourts.gov; Hon. Gary Marton, gmarton@nycourts.gov; Hon. 
Richard Montelione, rmonteli@nycourts.gov; Hon. Leslie Stroth, lastroth@nycourts.gov;
Court Attorneys: Tyedanita McLean, tmclean@nycourts.gov; Elaine Schack-Rodriguez,
esrodig@nycourts.gov; Yvonne Pritchett ypritche@nycourts.gov; Court Clerks: Laurana 
Springer, lspringe@nycourts.gov; Nicole Jones, njones@nycourts.gov; Tanya Faye,
tfaye@nycourts.gov; Court Officers; Sidney Moses, Carole Jones, Jill Vega

Counties served: Kings

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: February 8, February 21, March 20, October 19
Average Attendance:  11
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Awards Ceremony "Honoring Trailblazers in the Legal Community" held March 10th.
Honorees: Justice Michelle Weston, Appellate Term; Helene Blank, Esq., Blank & Star, 
PLLC; Marc Levine Executive Director of the LGBT Judicial Commission of the Unified 
Court System

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
A Breast Cancer program was held during this month. "A Breast Cancer Survivor Speaks" 
Friday, October 27th

Other Special Events or Activities 
Interactive Program, "Chess in the Courts." For three Tuesdays, beginning July 25th, the 
committee invited a young lady named Skye to come and teach the court employees how 
to play chess, and to hold chess games for those who were already proficient in the game. 
At the end of the three weeks, Skye had defeated both judges and court officers, ending 
with an undefeated record.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Flyer, and Word of Mouth

Who and how many attended? 
Honoring Trailblazers in the Legal Community (March) = 75+ 
Chess in the Courts (July) = 15+ 
A Breast Cancer Survivor Speaks (October) = 50+.
Was there any press before or after? Yes

Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Robin Sheares, Chair
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Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
Women’s History Month

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and there will be an event 
in the summer.  The committee would like to introduce a health component.

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Sexual Harassment

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? None

Do you see unmet training needs?  Yes.  Clerical mistakes from various offices.

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Sexual Harassment, What Is It?

Areas of success during 2017 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias 
and gender fairness in the courts:  Budgets to conduct events.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations
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Kings County Civil Court’s
Gender Fairness Committee

in conjunction with

The Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association

invite you to attend their

2017 Women’s History Month Luncheon

honoring

Hon. Michelle Weston

Helene E. Blank, Esq., Blank & Star, PLLC

Marc Levine, Executive Director
The LGBT Judicial Commission of the 

NYS Unified Court System

Friday, March 10, 2017
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

141 Livingston Street, Room 306, 3rd Floor

LIGHT refreshments will be served
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Presents 

 

A Breast Cancer Survivor Speaks! 
 

Come hear a Survivor speak about her triumph 
over breast cancer.  

 
 
Friday, October 27, 2017 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
Room 306 

 
 
 

Light Refreshments Provided.  

The Kings County Civil Court’s  
Gender Fairness Committee 
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The Civil Court’s Gender Fairness 
Committee presents

Chess Classes
Beginners are welcomed to come learn!!

Open to Court Personnel only.

Dates/Times:
July 25, 2017 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Room 1301
August 1,2017 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Room 1301
August 8, 2017 12:00 pm -2:00 pm Room 1301 
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CHESS IN THE COURT 
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Queens Supreme Court 
Civil and Criminal Terms 

Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Marguerite A. Grays, Chair 
Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Chair
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Queens Supreme Court Civil and Criminal Terms Gender Fairness Committee

Chairs: Hon. Marguerite A. Grays, Deputy Administrative Judge Civil Matters, 11th Judicial 
District; Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, Judge of the Court of Claims/ASCJ, Queens Supreme 
Court, Criminal Term

Members: Please see attached list.

Counties served: Queens

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: March 3, 2017; October 2, 2017
Average Attendance:  5
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Women's History Awareness Month 
Programs concerned with women's health rather than history

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Programs concerned with women's breast cancer treatments rather than domestic violence

Other Special Events or Activities 
March 30, 2017: Breast Health and Wellness Program" - co-sponsored with Queens 
Women’s Bar Association and Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert (JALBCA); 
October 24, 2017: "Outsmarting Cancer: The Hope of Immunotherapy" - promoted program 
with JALBCA.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 15 judges, secretaries, court clerks, court officers, and law 
clerks attended the March 30th program on breast health and wellness; 5 attorneys and 
judges from Queens attended the October program on immunotherapy.

Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
March 27, 2018; June 26, 2018; Sept. 25, 2018

Special Events & Educational Programs  
"Tools for Managing Stress and Anxiety" "Financial Update on the New Tax Law and 
Impact on Entitlements" "The 'Me, Too Movement' - What is the current state of the sexual 
harassment laws and regulations in New York State?"

Queens County Supreme Court, Civil and Criminal Terms, Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Marguerite A. Grays and Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Chairs
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What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2018?
Sexual Harassment; Promotional Opportunities for Women; Secretaries have expressed 
Concern about the Elimination of their jobs in the court system

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Pre-Retirement planning: what to consider.  How to know you're ready 
to retire. Financial considerations, family and social considerations.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations and JALBCA
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Irene Boyce
Court Clerk , Queens Supreme Court,
Criminal Term

Frank Consigli, Esq.
Prn. Court Attorney, Queens Supreme
Court,Criminal Term

Diana Megias, Esq.
Assistant District Attorney, Queens County
District Attorney

Delores Haynes
Secretary to Judge, Queens Supreme Court,
Criminal Term

Hon. Marguerite A. Grays
Deputy Administrative Judge Civil Matters,
11th Judicial District

Hon. Marcia Hirsch
Justice, Queens Supreme Court, Criminal 
Term

Stephanie A. Hunter
Lieutenant, Queens Criminal Court

      

JoAnn Lopresto
Secretary to Judge, Queens County Supreme 
Court,Civil Term

Maritza Karagiorgos
Senior Court Analyst, Queens Treatment 
Court

Peter Manzo
Resource Coordinator, Queens Mental Health
Court

Rosemary Serno
Secretary to Judge, Queens County Supreme
Court, Criminal Term

Patrick Clayton
Case Manager, Queens Treatment Courts

Nicole McGregor Mundy
Prn.  Court Attorney, Queens Supreme Court,
Civil Term

M E M B E R S
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Queens Family Court 
Women in the Courts/ 

Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Carol A. Stokinger, Chair 
Hon. Mildred Negron, Chair
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Queens Family Court Women in the Courts/Gender Fairness Committee

Chairs: Hon. Carol A. Stokinger, Supervising Judge, and Hon. Mildred Negron

Members: Committee in Formation

Counties served: Queens

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: several informal meetings
Average Attendance:  3
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Other Special Events or Activities 
Queens Family Court (QFC)/Strong Starts Initiative/CCI - Attachment Theory and 
Research: Implications for Child Welfare Practice 
QFC/Strong Starts Initiative/CCI - Introduction to the Strong Starts Court Initiative and 
Infant Mental Health 
QFC/Strong Starts Initiative/CCI - Working Toward Better Relationships Between Birth 
Parents and Foster Parents 
QFC/CASA - Youth Panel: Voices of Youths Transitioning from Foster Care

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email and Flyer

Who and how many attended? 
30 - 45

Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018: TBD

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, TBD

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? None

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias

Queens Family Court Women in the Courts/Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Carol A. Stokinger and Hon. Mildred Negron, Chairs
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Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Domestic violence organizations, Strong Starts Initiative, CCI, CASA, 
and Safe Horizon



Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee

Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto, Chair 
Hon. Karen A. Wolff, Chair
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Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee

Chairs:  Hon. Barbara Irolla Panepinto and Hon. Karen B. Wolff

Members: Claire Cody Miller, Esq, Hon. Susan Quirk (Civil Court), Rian Silverman (Court 
Attorney to Hon. Karen Wolff), Karen Soren, Esq. Manju Sunny, Esq. (Pres. SIWBA), 
Edwina Martin, Esq., Kathleen Garrigan, Esq.

Counties served: Richmond

2017 Meetings

Meeting Dates: 5/11/17, 10/26/17, interim emails and telephone conferencing
Average attendance: 5
Do you use Videoconferencing? No

2017 Special Events

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Teen Dating Violence & Healthy Relationships Workshop at the NYC Family Justice 
Center, Staten Island. Program by NYC Healthy Relationship Training Academy for Curtis 
High School Students.

Other Special Events or Activities 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month program at Richmond County Supreme Courthouse -
co-sponsor. Speaker was a breast cancer survivor.

How were your special events advertised or marketed? 
Email, Flyer, High School program was advertised by faculty of law program.

Who and how many attended? 
Approximately 25 students and faculty attended the Dating violence program. 
Approximately 60 attorneys and court staff attended the Breast Cancer Awareness 
program.

Was there any press before or after? No

Future Plans

Meetings dates planned or projected for 2018:
2/8/18, meetings to be scheduled for April and October.

Special Events & Educational Programs  
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Breast Cancer Awareness month program.  We 
expect to continue our partnership with a local high school concerning DV issues, 
community resources.

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 
2018? Assigned counsel for matrimonials

Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto and Hon. Karen A. Wolff, Chairs
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Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women 
or a subgroup of women? Child Care Centers, Supervised Visitation, Breastfeeding 
Space, child care center scheduled to open in Supreme Courthouse.

Do you see unmet training needs?  No

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 
in the courthouse? Stress management, health and wellness, diversity/implicit bias 
awareness

Areas of success during 2017 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias 
and gender fairness in the courts
We have succeeded in bringing enhanced awareness to young women about building 
healthy relationships, how to identify domestic violence issues in their relationships and 
families and how to connect themselves and their family/friends to community services.

Collaboration

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 
Bar Associations, Domestic violence organizations, Domestic violence organizations, 
SIWBA, JALBCA, NYC Mayor's Office to Combat Domestic Violence
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Sponsored by: 

Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee &  
Staten Island Women’s Bar Association 

 
Thursday, May 11, 2017 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

NYC Family Justice Center, Staten Island  

126 Stuyvesant Place, Staten Island NY 10301 
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      JUDGES & LAWYERS BREAST      
CANCER ALERT

        And The

And  The

             NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts
              And The   Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 

cordially invite you to their

ANNUAL
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

BREAKFAST

Thursday, October 26, 2017

9:15 A.M.

The Supreme Court House located at    

18 Richmond Terrace

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

**Refreshments will be served**
Come Join Us and Show Your Support!!!
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